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REMARKS 



This paper is responsive to the Office Action dated October 
23, 2006. Claims 1-3 and 5-25 are pending in this 
application. Claims 10 - 12 and 14 - 25 are withdrawn from 
consideration. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 13 have been rejected on 
the basis of prior art. 

These remarks follow the order of the outstanding Office 
Action beginning at page 2 thereof. 

Claims 1 and 13 - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 1 and 13 have been rejected under 35 USC § 112 on the 
grounds that the language "wherein the cutting edge of said 
cutter is disposed so as to face the bristles" . The Examiner 
contends that a cutting edge is a one-dimensional object and has 
no face. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection on the 
grounds that the Examiner is using the definition of "face" as a 
noun and not as a verb. Attached hereto is a copy of page from 
Webster's International Dictionary that shows that even when the 
term "face" is used in a noun sense, it can describe "the edge of 
a cutting implement (as a knife)". Therefore, even as a noun, a 
face can be a cutting edge as claimed. However, Applicant has 
used the word in the portion of the claims objected to not as a 
noun, but as a verb. A verb is an action word. The dictionary 
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attached hereto at the bottom right hand column shows "face" when 
used as a verb. It may mean "to stand or sit opposite to" or 
"occupy a position with the face toward". These two definitions 
combined shows that the face of the knife can be towards 
something else. The Examiner should note that in the language of 
the claim, Applicant uses the words "to face". This is a phrase, 
and "face" cannot be read alone. "To face" is the infinitive 
form of the verb. For this reason, the claims are clearly not 
indefinite and Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of 
claims 1 and 13 . 

Claim Rejection - 35 USC § 102 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-3 and 5 and 8 as being 
anticipated by Scott v 348. Scott x 348 shows a comb (50) with 
teeth (56) and teeth openings (58) . At the base of the teeth is 
a plate (52) which moves back and forth in response to power 
actuation, and the plate cutting edges engage hair or extend 
beyond the teeth (56) only when the power is actuated to move the 
plate (52) . This can best bee seen in Figure 3. 

'348 is for a comb, not a brush. Attached hereto is a 
dictionary definition of "comb" which shows that a comb is "an 
instrument consisting of a thin strip (as of plastic, metal or 
bone) with a row of teeth on one or both edges or sides that is 
used for adjusting, cleaning or confining the hair or for 
adornment" . The Examiner, however, has characterized the 
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disclosure of '348 not as a comb, but as a brush. However, x 348 
calls the disclosure an invention "a comb" and the device shown 
in Scott '348 meets the dictionary definition of a comb, not that 
of a brush. Also attached hereto is a dictionary definition of 
the term "brush" . Definition three defines a brush as "a hand- 
operated or power-driven tool or device composed of bristles set 
into a back or a handle or attached to a roller and designed or 
adapted for such uses as sweeping, scrubbing, painting, 
smoothing". This is different than a comb. Nowhere in the 
definition of brush does one find the word comb. 

Applicant's claims 1 - 3, 5 and 8 are all directed to a 
brush. The Examiner has not met the claim limitation "brush" . 
Still further, Applicant's claim recites "bristles". The x 348 
patent does not teach or suggest bristles. Instead, it teaches 
only the teeth of a comb. Attached hereto is a dictionary 
definition of bristle which is "something resembling a bristle as 
any of various animal structures similar to hair", "the stiff, 
short hair of a plant" or "the manufactured material used in the 
face of a hair brush " . 

The claim for a bristle simply is not anticipated by a 
reference which shows a comb tooth. For this reason, the 
rejection is traversed. 

Still further with respect to claim 1, it is required that 
the cutter have a longitudinal axis provided with a cutting edge 
set parallel to and facing the longitudinal direction of the 
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bristles. In x 348, the cutters on plate (52) do not face the 
comb teeth. Instead, they move next to the comb teeth. '348 
teaches that the cutting blade (64) is adapted to slide with an 
opening (60) (column 3, lines 20 - 25). This is best seen in 
reference to Figure 6 which shows the opening (60) . While the 
blade slides with (60) they are not parallel to and facing the 
longitudinal direction of the bristles and upright nearby said 
bristles. Instead, they are inside of the bristles (when not 
actuated) , and travel towards other openings in the bristles when 
the blade is moved in a cutting direction. 

Claims 1-3,7 and 13 - Edwards x 549 
Edwards, like Scott, teaches a comb, not a brush. Edwards 
does not include bristles (13) . Instead, Edwards teaches teeth 
(13) as described at column 2,' line 30. Metallic teeth used in a 
comb in accordance with the dictionary definition are clearly not 
bristles which are defined differently by the dictionaries. For 
this reason, the rejections based upon Edwards are respectfully 
traversed. 

Still further, the Examiner refers to "upright cutters (24)" 
of Edwards. However, Edwards does not teach that (24) are 
cutters. Instead, the cutting edge in Edward is the cutting edge 
(15) shown in Figure 2 and described at column 2, lines 40-45. 
The blades (24) are not for cutting, they are for pressing the 
hair against the cutting edges (15) of teeth (13) . The principle 
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of operation of x 549 is, therefore, different than Applicant. 
x 549 uses the moveable blades (24) to press the hair into cutting 
engagement with various teeth cutting edges (15) over which they 
pass. On the other hand, Applicant's device utilizes blades 
which are claimed to be parallel to and facing the longitudinal 
direction of the bristles and which are upright nearby the 
bristles. In '549, when the members (24) become upright, cutting 
no longer occurs because (24) no longer forces the air against 
the cutting edges (15) . 

Claim 13 

At page 3 of the Office Action, line 4 down from the top, 
the Examiner has stated that, "as not understood, a cutting edge 
'faces' a lone bristle". However, as pointed out from the 
dictionary, the word "face" the claims is used as a verb, and not 
as a structure. Still further, with respect to claim 13, the 
Examiner's comment is not understood because claim 13 does not 
even include the word "faces" . Claim 13 depends from claim 1 
which was not objected to under 35 USC § 112. This rejection is, 
therefore, not understood and respectfully traversed. 

Claim 6 and 9 

Claims 6 and 9 are read in combination with claim 1. Claim 
6 and 9 require that the cutting edge parallel to and facing the 
longitudinal direction of the bristles. On the other hand, the 
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secondary reference Halaby x 006 shows an entirely different 
structure, namely protective devices (13) which provide 
protection from cutting of blade (11) . However, the protect 
devices (13) are on the upper part of a cutter which is parallel 
to a bristle. '006, in order to suggest Applicant's claim 
structure would somehow have to show a protective cover on the 
end, and not on the blade face as shown. For this reason the 
rejection of claims 6 and 9 is respectfully traversed. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application is now in condition for allowance, and early 
action in accordance thereof is requested. In the event there is 
any reason why the application cannot be allowed in this current 
condition, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact 
the undersigned at the number listed below to resolve any 
problems by Interview or Examiner's Amendment. 



Date: December 21, 2006 

Snider & Associates 
Ronald R. Snider 
P.O. Box 27613 

Washington, D.C. 20038-7613 
Tel.: (202) 347-2600 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 21,091 
Signing for 



Ronald R. Snider 
Reg. No. 24,962 
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ir amp h}. u p .u«v ummiw «j " ..w. w. 

• a student's work as so inferior as to be failing 
ith trore than one F in a major subject may 
a higher grade without a special examination) 
or rated with an F (an F student in history) 

having the shape of the letter F 
ap 1 [L jacl make 2 Fahrenheit 3 failure 
Jy v 6 farad 7 farthing 8 father 9 fathom 
east 12 [L fecit] he made 13 fellow 14 fe- 
line 16 [L /far] let it be done; let it be made 
field 19 fighter 20 tL jilius] son 21 filly 
tancial 23 fine 24 finish 25 fire 26 firm 
lat 29 fleet 30 florin 31 flower 32 fluid 

• 34 fog 35 folio 36 following 37 foot 
orce 40 forma 41 formed 42 formula 
forward 45 foul 46 fragile 47 fragmenta- 

49*[L f rater] brother 50 French 51 fre- 
iar 63 from 64 fuel 65 full 66 function 

7 Faraday 2 cap luminous flux 3 cap filial; 
i 4 cap fluorine 5 focal length 6 cap folio 
perture of a photographic lens — often written 

S or la's [ME, fr. ML, fr. L famuli servants, a 
:his note in a medieval hymn to St. John the 
s fourth tone of the diatonic scale in solmization 
in the fixed -do system 
iejly Scot var of fall 

Id artillery 2 financial adviser 3 football 
forage acre 5 free alongside 6 free astray 
erage 8 freight agent 
of all average 
igz\ var of feos 
ted 

cap [NL, fr. L, bean — more at bean] in some 
a genus of leguminous plants comprising the 
1 now usu. included in Vicia 

'base,e\ n pi, cap [NL, fr. Faba, type genus + 
? classifications : a large nearly cosmopolitan 
iprises the peas, beans, and related herbaceous 
ts with pealike flowers and a legume as fruit 
w usu. included in the family Leguminosae 
ashas\ adj [LL fabaceus, fr. L faba bean + 
> 1 : of or relating to the Leguminosae : legu- 
lating to, like, or being a bean 
[prob. alter, of ME theve bramble, gooseberry 
jerry] dial Brit : gooseberry la 
:b\ n, pi fabel-lae \-e,le\ [NL, dim. of L 
1 fibrocartilage ossified in many animals and 
an in the tendon of the gastrocnemius muscle, 
both of the femoral condyles 
•ean\ adf, usu cap [L fabianus, fr. Quintus 
is Cunctator ^203 B.C. Roman dictator and 
ius -an] 1 a : of , relating to, or in the manner 
general Quintus Fabius Maximus who defeated 
e Second Punic War by avoiding decisive con- 
tssing him by marches and countermarches 
iservative and cautious in making advances or 
ibian (Society); fr. the members' belief in slow 
lan revolutionary change in government] : being 

• relating to a society of socialists organized in 
34 to spread socialistic principles gradually 

•s usu cap : a member of or sympathizer with 
iety of socialists 

Tana, -'a- also -'a-\ n, cap [NL, after Francisco 

• +1801 Span, archbishop and naturalist] : a 
ilike evergreen shrubs (family Solanaceae) of 
i. America that have numerous small white or 
ir flowers and are sometimes cultivated in the 
e or in the open in frost-free areas 
'fabe^nizanA n -s usu cap : the doctrines or 
e Fabian socialists • 

»,f6rm\ ad} [I, faba bean + E -ijorm] : shaped 

n -s [ME, fr. MF, fr. L Jabula conversation, 
play, fable, fr. fori to speak, say — more at 
ictitious narrative or statement : an invented 
as a : untruth, falsehood <the ~s and 
ons of this pamphlet) b : a story of super- 
ly marvelous happenings (as in legend, myth, or 
a narration intended to enforce some useful 
?t; esp : one in which animals and even in- 
: speak and act like human beings <the ~ of the 
lyard) — see beast fable d : casual, idle, or 
ir talk (old wives' ~s>; broadly : common talk 
: of fable : something (as a mysterious event) 
abulous accounts or explanations; broadly : a 
ar talk and speculation (he became the chief ~ 
b : a product of fable : something having reality 
s accounts <if personal immortality is not a ~> 
ory, or connected series of events forming the 
rary work (as an epic poem or play) syn see 

ION 

ibled; fabled; fabling \-b( 3 )Iirj\ fables [ME 
ibler, fr. L fabulari to talk, fr. fabula] vi la: to 
: fictitious tales b obs I to talk idly 2 archaic 
peak what is not true : utter falsehoods : lie 
« and recount as if real : report as if literally 
d that Norsemen built the tower) (the bird of 
bled to have no feet) <how he fell from Heaven 
ohn Milton) 

: told or mentioned in fable : mythical, 
: having no real existence : fictitious <~ 

)list\ 7i -s : a teller or writer of fables : fab- 

(r)\ n <[ME, fr. MF ablcur, fr. fabler + -eur 

e.q\ also la-bleau \fa'blo\ n, pi fabli-aux 

\-o(z)\ [F, fr. OF fablel, fableau, fabliau, dim. 
ort metrical tale of a type composed chiefly by 
id about the lower classes; also : the genre of 
lies being usu. comic, frankly coarse, and often 
their treatment of women 
a, fr. gerund of fablen to fable] : an act of one 

>MANCINO, PREVARICATION 

»\ n, cap [NL, prob. after Jean H. Fabre tl 91 5 
st] : a genus of ascomycetous fungi (family 
iat includes several leaf parasites with multi- 
ires 

k, -rek\ n -s [MF fabrique t fr. fabriquer to 
L fabricari, fr. fabrica artisan's workshop, 
m object, building — more at forge] 1 a : a 
ding (as a house or ship) <four high houses . . 
-'-dwellers call ~s —Daniel Corkery) b : un- 
Jre : framework (the work of restoring the 
ster Abbey —Conrad Voss Bark) <the very 

• (whether the political ~ had the strength to 
-S.E.Morrison & H.S.Commager) 2 obs : con- 
ice; esp : a military engine 3 : an act of 
construction, erection; specif l the con- 
laintenance of a church building 4 a : struc- 
lyle of construction (the whole complex '—of 
ral organs that makes up the head of a com- 
JOil ~ (arrangement of the constituents of the 

to each other) — L.D.Baver) b : texture, 
u chiefly of textiles (a linen cloth of fine silky 



eludes those orientation features which are not evident from 
grain shape alone 

fabric vt fabricKed; labricked; fabricking; fabrics [F 

fabriquer] obs : frame, build, construct 
fab»ri*cant VfabrskantX n -s [F, fr. L fabricanu, fabricans, 
pres. part, of fabricari] : a maker or producer esp. of a com- 
mercial product : MANUFACTURER 

fab.ri.cate Va.kat, usu -d.+V\ vf -ed/-ino/-s [ME fabrlcaten, 
fr. L fabricatus, past part, of fabricari — more at fabric] 

1 a : to form by art and labor : manufacture, produce 
fabricated some of the finest English pottery) (an organiza- 
tion devoted to fabricating deluxe editions of the classics) 
b : to form into a whole by uniting parts : construct, build 
(Jabricated a bridge of steel beams) (planning to ~ a house of 
wholly synthetic materials); often : to build up into a whole by 
uniting interchangeable standardized parts (Jabricating 
automobiles on the assembly line) 2 a : to make, shape, or 
prepare (parts) according to standardized specification so as 
to be interchangeable {fabricating brake assemblies for one of 
the new cars) b : to cause (raw material or- stock) to be 
manufactured : shape fabricating sheet steel into plates) 
(what steel to use or how to ~ it —Dun's Rev.) 3 a : in- 
vent, formulate (philosophers fabricating new theories of the 
universe) : create (his brave attempts to ~ something per- 
manent and holy out of his personal animal feelings — T S. 
Eliot) b (1) : to make up with intent to deceive (Jabricated 
an involved explanation of his absence) (2) : forge syn see 

MAKE 

fab>rt*ca>tlon X.^'kashanX n -s [ME Jabricacloun, fr. L 
fabrication', fabricatio, fr. fabricatus + -ion-, -io -ion] 1 : the 
act or process of fabricating: as a: the assembly of materials 
into a structure (~ of a bridge) b : the invention or utter- 
ance of something calculated to deceive (the unconscious ~ 
of an honest man trying to put his best foot forward) c : the 
process of converting one form of metal into another (as 
ingots into rolled shapes, rolled shapes into structural mem- 
bers, castings into weldments, wire into springs, forgings into 
gears) 2 : a product of fabrication: as a : falsehood, 
deceit^ forgery (all the petty ~s with which he hoped to 
fool his fellows) bra fabricated structure or structural 
element (the whole ~ of the house) syn see fiction 

fabricatiOS-ln-translt X,**;***'^ n : an arrangement by 
which a continuous through rate is charged by a transporting 
agent (as a railway) for articles that are made up into a new 
form at some point on the. way — compare milling-in* 
transit 

fab>ri>ca«tive Yfabra,kad-iv\ adj : tending or able to fabricate 
; concerned with manufacture . 

fab-ri-ca-tor \-ado(r); -ata-\ n -s [L, fr. fabricatus + -or] 
: one that fabricates: as a : one that invents a false statement 
or commits forgery : liar, forger b : an implement for 
fabricating; specif i a neolithic flint used as a tool for fashion- 
ing other implements C : a workman who shapes, finishes, 
or assembles objects d : a firm or establishment that con- 
verts metal from one form into another — compare fabrica- 
tion lc 

fabricature n -s obs : construction, structure 

fabric tire n : a pneumatic tire having a carcass with a woven 
fabric — compare CORD tire 

Fab*ri«kOid Yfabr3,k6id\ trademark — used for an imitation 
leather _ ' 

fa>bro*ni*a*ce*ae \fa,brone'ase,e\ n pi, cap [NL, fr. Fa- 
bronia, type genus (after G.V.M. Fabroni fl822 Ital. naturalist) 
+ -aceae) : a family of chiefly tropical mosses (order Hypno- 
bryales) that grow on tree trunks and have erect branches 
and exserted capsules with the operculum beaked 

fab. u. la YfabyaUA n, pi fabu-lae Vya,1e\ [L — more at 
fable] : story; usu : a traditional tale : folktale 

fabnla paMi-a»ta V.pale'ado, -'ad-A n, pi tabulae pallia*tae 
\-&d*,e, -ad*,e\ [L, lit., drama in himations; fr. the Greek 
himations worn by the actors] : an ancient Roman comedy 
based on a Greek model and treating a Greek subject — 
compare fabula togata 

tabula prae-tex*ta Vpre'teksta-X also fabula prae<tex»ta»ta 
VOpre.tek'stad.a, -ado\ n, pi tabulae praetex-tae \-,ste\ 
[L, lit., drama in praetextae; fr. the praetextae worn by the 
actors] : an ancient Roman drama with a theme from Roman 
history or legend 

fab>U*lar \'faby3la(r)\ adj ILfabularis, fr. jabula + -oris -ar] 
: like or relating to_ fable 

fab>u*la>tion \,**'lash9n\ n -s [fabulous + -ation] : the act of 
inventing or retailing false or fantastic tales (unrestrained ~j 
and several otherworldly visions — Susan A. Taubes) 

fabula _ to- ga«ta Vto'gad.a, -ad.a\ n, pi tabulae toga.tae 
\-ad-,e, -ad-,e\ [L, lit., drama in togas; fr. the togas worn by 
the actors] : ancient Roman comedy based on a Greek model 
but treating native Roman subjects — compare fabula 
palliata 

fab-n-la-tor \ , fabya,lad.a(r)\ n -5 [L, fr. fabulatus + -or] 
archaic l fabulist 

fab.u-list V_last\ n -s [MF jabullste, fr. L fabula tale, fable + 
MF -iste -ist — more at fable] 1 : a creator or writer of fables 
esp. that carry a moral lesson 2 obs : a professional teller of 
tales 3 : an inventor of falsehoods : liar, prevaricator 

fab.u-lize \-,Hz\ vt -ed/-ino/-s [L fabula + E -fee] : fable; 
esp : to give a false account of 

fab*u*los*i>ty \,**'lasad.e\ n -es [L fabulositas, fr. fabulosus 
fabulous + -itas -ity] 1 : fabulous quality or character 

2 archaic : a fabulous statement or tale : fable 
fab-u-lous Vfabyalas\ ad} [ME, fr. L jabulosus, fr. jabula + 

-osus -ous] 1 : given to telling fables 2 : celebrated or known 
from fables only : belonging to fables alone : not real, actual, 
or historical (the ~ mill which ground old people young — 
Charles Dickens) (the ~ German smith, who made feather 
clothes for flight — Lewis Mumford) 3a: characteristic of 
fables : like the contents of fables in being marvelous, in- 
credible, absurd, extreme, exaggerated, or approaching the 
impossible (a hero who, after many ~ exploits . . . , bolted to 
the Spanish Main — G.B.Shaw> ({Lincoln] grows vaguer and 
more ~ as year follows year — H.L.Mencken) b : outstanding 
or remarkable esp. in some acceptable or pleasing quality (a ~ 
year for the Republicans — New Republic) (the ~~ view of the 
mountains from her porch) (~ jewelry) (a career . . . recog- 
nized as the most famous and ~ in U.S. diplomacy — Claude 
Pepper) syn see fictitious 
fab*u*lous*ly adv : in a fabulous manner 
: to a fabulous degree or extent : very, 
extremely, excessively (~ expensive 
clothes) 

fab-u.lous.ness n -es : the quality or 

state of being fabulous 
fab.ur.den \'fab3(r)d'n\ n -s [ME fabur- 

doun, fr. MF jaux-bourdon — more at 

FAUXBOURDON] : FAUXBOURDON 

fac abbr 1 facsimile 2 factor 3 factory 
4 faculty 

ifa-cade also la-cade WsHd, -sad also 
fa'-\ n -s [F facade, fr. It facciata, fr. 
faccia face (fr. — assumed — VL facia) 
+ -ata -ade] la: the front of a 
building b : a face (as a flank or 
rear facing on a street or court) of a 
building that is given emphasis by 
special architectural treatment 2 : a . . 

false, superficial, or artificial appearance lacaae la 
or effect (maintaining a ~ of content- 
ment) (in the winter of 1929 the brilliant ~ of American 




d : the part of the insect head lying anterior to the ver- 
tex, above the mouth, and between the compound eyes 
2 archaic : presence, sight, view (thou fleddest from the ~ of 
Esau —Gen 35:1 (AV)) 3 a : cast of features as expressing 
emotion or character : expression of countenance (a grave 
stern ~) (turned an angry ~ on his erring son) b : beauty or 
glory of countenance (in ~ far exceeding her sisters) (the 
Lord make his ~ shine upon thee — Num 6:25 (AV)) 4a : out- 
ward appearance or aspect : semblance (the whole village 
presented a ~ of placid contentment) : visible or apparent 
state or condition (his report put a new ~ on the matter); 
also i a cursory or superficial examination or its result (this 
testimony is false on the ~ of it) (on the ~ of your report I 
have no valid objection to raise) b : an outward appearance 
Of dignity or prestige or of freedom from abashment, con- 
fusion, anger, or distress (though he was obviously distressed 
he put the best ~ he could on the matter); broadly : disguise, 
pretense c : assurance, confidence (maintaining a firm ~ 
in spite of adversity); often : brash or bold conduct or outlook 
: effrontery (how anyone could have the ~ to ask such a 
question) — compare cheek, nerve d : dignity, prestige (a 
man of considerable ~ in the local community) (trying to save 
~); also : concern for or preservation of one's prestige. {~ is 
sometimes a major consideration in diplomatic negotiations) 
5a: grimace, moue; esp : an expression of distaste (made a 
~ at the taste of the medicine) b : mask (the children bought 
some funny ~s for the party) c : facial makeup (she'll be here 
as soon as she gets her ~ on) 6a: the surface of something 
esp. where only one surface is commonly considered (mist 
moving over the ^ of the water) (driven from the ~ of the 
earth) b (1) : the physical features (as of a country) (2) obs 



; a description of a country in its physical features 7 : a front, 
upper, or outer surface or a surface presented to view or re- 
garded as principal: as a : the front of anything having two or 



four sides — opposed to back; iisu. distinguished from side 
b : the facade esp. of a building c : an exposed surface of 
rock (as in a wall or a cliff) d : one of the broad surfaces of a 
coin : an obverse or reverse (lettering on the edge as well as on 
the ~ of a coin); also : the obverse of a currency note e : the 
dial of a watch or clock (a watch with a black enamel ~ and 
raised gold figures) f : any of the plane surfaces that bound 
a polyhedron (as a crystal) or other geometrical solid g : the 
grille of a hot-air or cold-air register 8 : a side or surface 
dressed, finished, or specially prepared: a : the principal 
dressed surface (as of a plate, disk, or pulley) to : the dressed 
side of a board finished only on one surface; sometimes : the 
side having the better appearance or quality when both are 
dressed c : the right side (as of cloth or leather); esp : the 
front side of a fabric in which that side is distinguished from 
the back by differences of finish, weave, or appearance 
d : the inscribed or printed side of something (as a document 
or a leaf bearing a map or illustration) that has one blank 
surface; broadly l the side of something inscribed or printed on 
both sides that can be considered the front (as by reason of 
containing major matter) (the ~ of a stock certificate) 
e : the variously colored scoring surface of a target f : the 
front side of a book or book cover g ; the side of a playing 
card that is marked to designate its rank and suit n : the top 
or bottom layer of fruit or vegetables in a container esp. as 
arranged for purposes of display i : the flat surface of a 
propeller blade that corresponds to the undersurface of a wing 
9 : an acting surface (as of a tool or implement): as a : the 
edge ofa c uttin g implemen t (as a knife) to : the striking 
s^rWce^oTthe head m bTTTrmramer or golf club) C : the 
grinding surface of a molar tooth d (1) : the uppermost part 
of a relief printing surface (as type or a plate) that receives the 
ink and transfers it to the paper — see type (2) : typeface — " 
often used in combination (bold/ace) (light/ace) 10 a : the 
end or wall of a mine tunnel, drift, or excavation at which 
work is progressing or was last done : breast — called also 
working face b : the working surface of a pit or quarry 
11 a : the part of the acting surface of a gear tooth that 

Erojects beyond the pitch line to : the width of a pulley or the 
mgth of a gear tooth from end to end c : the sole of a 
carpenter's plane 12 astrology : one third of a zodiacal 
sign or 10 degrees of longitude 13 : face card — used 
chiefly in the expression neither ace nor face 14 : face 
value 15 : a cut made in a pine or other tree from which 
resin exudes 16 : face-off 

syn countenance, visage, physiognomy, mug, puss: these 
six nouns can all designate the front part of the head including 
the mouth, nose, eyes, cheeks, and, usu., the forehead, face 
is the most general, having the common meaning of the group 
(a person with a pale face} (a dog with white markings about 
the face) countenance, applied only to the human face, 
stresses appearance, esp. as revealing or seeming to reveal an 
inner condition, as thoughts, character, mood, or frame of 
mind (their hideous countenances were all bloody and sweaty 
—Charles Dickens) (an expressive countenance) (something of 
dignity in his countenance — Jane Austen) (a benign counte- 
nance) (serious illness and suffering stared from his dark 
countenance — A.C.Cole) In an older use it can mean a nor- 
mal, composed expression and suggest a composed state (far 
beyond them all in person, countenance, air, and walk — Jane 
Austen) visage, a bookish term very close to countenance in 
meaning, stresses appearance and often suggests attention 
to the shape and proportion of the face or to the general 
impression of character or frame of mind it gives, often 
distinctive or esp. significant (the very visage of a man in 
love —Edna S. V. Millay) (more horrible and cruel than the 
visages of the wildest savages —Charles Dickens) (withered, 
wrinkled, and loathsome of visage — Oscar Wilde) physiog- 
nomy is chiefly used when the interest is the contours of face, 
shape of features, or characteristic expression as indicating 
race, temperament, or general character; it is applied today, 
however, more frequently to the distinguishing aspect or 
features of things other than the face (a man of saturnine 
physiognomy) (a few of many features from two to three 
thousand years old which have given Chinese civilization a 
physiognomy all its own — A.L.Kroeber) mug has a humorous 
intent in suggesting an ugly, though usu. not displeasing, 
physiognomy (getting your mug in the papers is one of the 
shameful ways of making a living — Norman Mailer) puss, 
Irish in origin, is as symptomatic as any of a wealth of slang 
words (map, kisser, pan, mush) applying to the face or the 
central area of it, the nose ana mouth, and signifying pretty 
much what the tenor of the remark containing it would sug- 
gest, from a mere synonym for face to a humorous or grim 
implication of ugliness or offensiveness (she put on a very . 
sour puss when she saw the priest along with me — Frank 
O'Connor) . 

— in the tace ol or In lace ol : in opposition to : in defi- 
ance of : despite (succeed in the face of great difficulties) (the 
aggression was seen in face of all evidence as a defensive war) 

— to one's lace : in one's presence or so that one is fully 
aware of what is going on : openly, frankly, boldly 

aface \" \ A-- ED/-INO/-S [ME facen, fr. face, n.] vt 1 : jo. 
confron t, controvert, or maintain impudently, brashly, or 
with excessive assurance : browbeat, bully — now usu. used 
with down or out (the look with which she faced down all 
opposition in the club) (determined to ~ out the situation he 
answered all questions curtly) 2 a : to sta *^ ™ «^ pnf*"^ 
to : occupy a position with the^Ta W toward <tne .audience 
faced tfie speakerHhe - stood ' facing the window) <a la rge 
mirror faced the door) to : to be face-to-face with (they faced 
one another for the last time); often : to be on the page op- 
posite to (the color plate facing page 857) C : to front on or 



* bring flo 

v Vvice that is suspended from the collar of a trained dog and 
Withe dog takes in his mouth as a signal to the handler that 
Kas located an objective (as a wounded man) 

* M£ jo vi 1 : to check the course of (a boat) : cause (a boat) 
J**n£'to or come to a standstill (brought the ship to by dropping 
A^kochor) (brought the enemy craft to by firing across her 
"■S> v 2 a Z .bend (bring to a sail) b : to take (a cable) 
^tind. a capstan 3 : to restore to consciousness (fainted 
Md away, but was brought to by sympathetic bystanders) 
tS ap v/ 1 : Rear, educate (bring up one's children in good 
'Groundings) 2 : to cause to stop suddenly (brought up the 
IS with a screeching of brakes) <a new thought brought her up 
Aarbly —Margaret Mitchell) <the remark brought me up 
§St> 3 : to bring to attention : introduce (brought up the 
leather) (his remark brought up the subject of the last 
Section} ' 4 : vomit (promptly brought up all the water he had 
Sjc, but he felt better, all the same — C.S. Forester) 5 : to 
-Sake «ady (a letterpress form) vi : to stop suddenly : come 
-S'standsull (the runaway bus careened down the hill and 
Miht vp against_a building) 

l jfijf.f.ness Vbrlnenis, -nin-\ n -es : the quality or state of 

^fajTt^brin.jaul Ybrinjdl, -jal, 'brinjalX n -s [Pg 
liringella, beringela, fr. Ar badhinfdn, fr. Per badingan, prob. fr. 
Ri'vBtingana] India & Africa : eggplant 
^jariry \brin'jare\ n -es [modif. of Hindi bafara, fr. 
$&WiJy s toadc (fr. vanif merchant) + -kdraka one who 
doesfakJB to Skt karoti he does — more at karma] : a trav- 
etiiig dealer in grain and salt in India 

JjiJBKA'brirjkV n -s [ME brinkc, prob. of Scand origin;. akin to 
Wbrekka slope, Dan brink edge of a precipice; akin to MLG 
j MT> brink edge of a field, L front-, jrons forehead, Mir 

f front, leader, prow] 1 a : edge, margin, border; esp 
ery edge at the top of a steep place (the ~ of a precipice) 
jank or edge esp. of a river : border, border line (the 
»«t)f:theVond> : verge c : the point of onset (at the ~ of 
tears) (the ~ of war) (on the ~ of starvation) 2 now dial 
Stir.: the brim of a hat syn see border 
£rijlg*nian«ship \-man,ship\ n {.brink + -manship (as in 
0semianship)] : the practice of pushing a dangerous situation 
blfj&limit of safety before stopping 

tfrtlfcSfif YbrinzaO"), -n(t)sa-\ n -susu cap [after Matthias Brin- 
^{1855 Am. theologist, founder of the sect] : a member 
«1 a religious body called United Zion's Children that in 1853 
mrated.from the River Brethren 

Ij^yA^brine, -ni\ adj -erV-est V brine + -y] : of, relating to, 

Se brine or the sea : salty (a — taste). 
\"\ n -es slang : sea (the pilot descended so fast he 
jeared beneath the ~ — Henry La Cossitt) 
Btp^'br5(j)oA n -s [It, of Celt origin; akin to Olr brig 
ma$h, virtue, W bri repute, Corn bry worth, MBret bri re- 
g$J ^vtvacity, spirit, FIRE (the rector sang with such ~ — 
f*"«topher Morley) (driving with the ~ of a Paris taxi- 

>rr-.LM.O'Brien> — see con brio 
wWae \pbreIosh, -;d-\ n -s [F, fr. MF dial. (Normandy), 
■»*8S? t to brake n*** to knead, of Gmc origin; akin to 
™H: i £5*** B to break — more at break] : a fancy roll of 
M-ught yeast dough rich with eggs and butter baked in 
tnaffifl tins or cups 

Alette; ;\;brea;iet\ also briMio-lette or briMo-lette 

»;\^n*-S [F briolette, brillolette, prob.'irreg. dim. of 
VtiL,. brilliant — more at brilliant] : a diamond or 
J" 0 w the sha P e of an ovaI or Pear and having its en- 
Met^* c ? lt 10 tria ngular facets — see brcliant illustration 
W var of bryony 
rgette^Zro bri.quet \0)bri:ket, usu -ed-+V\ n -s [F 
^wt«,*dim. of brique brick — more at brick] : a compact 
gggjten in the shape of a brick formed of usu. finely divided 
SS^»:(as coal dust or sawdust for fuel or metal powders for 
¥ V« mixing witb a binder, by pressure, or both 
kJrA V' -ED/-ING/-S : to form (as coal dust or metal 
lers) into briquettes 
berith 

K ? £? ;br f ak ' fr. OF brisier, of Celt origin; akin to Olr 
^Sr?:k break — more at friction] : the shattering or 
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br5-z<a 



brisque Vbrisk 'breskX n -s [F] : an ace or a ten in certain I 
card games (as bezique) in which the ten ranks between the ace 
and the king 

briss var of berith 

'bris-Ue Vbrisal\ n -s [ME bristil, brustel, fr. brust bristle fr 
OE byrst; akin to OHG burst, borst bristle, ON burst bristle 
L fastigium top, extremity, Skt bhrsfi spike, point] 1 : a , 
short stiff coarse hair 2 : something resembling a bristle: as 
a : any of various animal structures similar to hair (as a small 
fine feather) b : the stiff short hair of a plant c : the manu- 
factured material used in the face of a hairbrush 



(as in Gallicism)'] : a characteristic feature of British English 
esp. as contrasted with American English (as waistcoat con- 
trasted with vest, navvy with day laborer, to register luggage 
with to check baggage, to engage a servant with to hire a 
tservant, tyre with tire, kerb with curb) 

ibrit-ish Vbrid-jish, -it|,|esh\ adj, usu cap [ME Bruttische 
Brytysshe, fr. OE Brettisc, Bryttisc, Brittisc, of Celt origin; 
akin to W Brython Briton] 1 : of, relating to, or characteristic 
of the original inhabitants of Britain 2 a : of, relating to, or 
characteristic of Great Britain or its inhabitants b : of, re- 
2hristle \"\ vh i hriqtfprt- h"rtc7iAH^ ^iefiV«»"\" / »i- i- ,1 , in £ to> °r characteristic of the British Commonwealth c:of, 
W itXp ° r ch ™«™«< of En *and - brit.fcb.ness *' 

dragon with fierce eyes and scales bristling in defiance — T.B. ibritisb \"\ n -es cap la: the Celtic lanKuaee of the ancient 

Dril Ues fas ^ in anaS (th+ LfSu?™*^ TaiSe the ^1 10 ° r naturalized in Great Britain b : the primarily 
nmachedV h nf nf/)JJ^ t^l^ d &S th - stran * cr a P" B J ltlsh People of the British Commonwealth c : the people of 
proached) b of a person ; to assume an aggressive appearance the British Commonwealth 



fnfSJI^f 5 f Ut . tlC an . noyet | L?u d br ? tled slightly - AW - I bTiXish alpine n;"^' cap'B <fe sometimes cap A I & goat of a 

Long) <that sort of antagonism which makes men Francis strain that « cL.t.Jc °£JZ™a Jl™?.*- V 8 g ■ ■ OI a 

Hackett) 3 a : to become covered with many closely assembled 
objects thrusting as if aggressively straight upward <the river- 



strain that is sometimes considered a separate breed devel- 
oped in England by interbreeding Swiss Alpine goats with 

. - . „ - v-. --.-*'-- .-- — J .v" \%' OA r v«» i»w I native stock 

ketones —^mcr. Guide Series: Pa.} <a hundred, british an-U-lew.is.ite \-'lUa,sIt\ n, usu cap B Vanti- + Iew- 
S ???n Z It™ ' 5 r °°i i rX f l In Wlth ch . lmne y? ~New Yorker} isite] : dimercaprol ' X ' P 1 + 

lu^S^ f U o S r 1 v^ e 5 !!. y a. , . n ^ , BriUi " a " d 0th " EurOPean COU "' ri " 

^speeches . . , bristling with quotations and citations -Van | british CO. lum-bi-a M^kalbmbwN adj, usucapB& C[fr. Brfr- 

u !?£? l . umb J. a \ Province of Canada] : of or from the province 
of British Columbia : of the kind or style prevalent in British 



Wyck Brooks) ~ vt 1 ; 



with bristles 
^bristle \"\ vb 



to erect like bristles — sometimes 
2 : to furnish 



used with up <a cock bristling up his crest) 
" r,,h ^ ! " " attach bristles to i : to make bristly : ruffle 



scorch or parch esp. in cooking 



•ED/-ING/-S [ ME brystyllen} dial Brit : to 



brisUe-bird Y 



any of three Australian birds (genus 



Columbia : British Columbian 
i british co.lum.bi.an \-an\ adf, usu cap B&C 1 : of, relating 
to or characteristic of the province of British Columbia 2 : of, 
relating to, or characteristic of the people of British Columbia 



S 1 



h 



bristle cell n : hair cell 

bristlecone fir \'**,*-\ n : santa lucta fir 

bristlecone pine n : an upland pine (Pinus aristata) of the 
western U.S. that includes the oldest living things (some 
bristlecone pines are demonstrably over 4500 years old) 

bris-tled \-sald\ adj [ME, fr. bristil, bristle + -ed] : emblazoned 



of British Columbia 
british dollar n, usu cap B : dollar 2d 

b ^!^ exi8lisn cap B&E : the native language of most 
inhabitants of England; esp : a variety of English characteristic 
of England and clearly distinguishable from those varieties 
used in the U.S., Australia, and elsewhere — compare American 



^«»"^^' & "^ ^^^^^^ I w 



or) 

bristle fern n 1 : any fern of the genus Trichomanes with 
coarse pinnatifid fronds — called also filmy fern 2 : holly 
fern b 

bristle grass n [so called fr. the long bristle beneath each 
spikelet] : a grass of the genus Setaria 
bris.tle.less \-sal(l)ds\ adj j being without bristles 
bristle rat n : spiny rat 1 

bristletail \%.,*\ n 1 : a wingless insect of the orders 
inysanura and Entotrophi bearing two or three segmented 
filaments at the end of the body — compare lepisma 2 : rud- 
dy duck 

bristle-thighed curlew Y*-.*-\ n : a curlew {Numenius 
tahitiensis) with points like bristles on its thigh feathers that 
breeds in western. Alaska and winters chiefly in Polynesia 
bristle worm n : a segmented worm of the class Chaetopoda 
P?f? t * ewort V*.VN n - s _ : a Plant of the family Centrolcpidaceae 



;• - ----- > v/. -Mi— <. ■> - " • BRITON 2 

'bntish guianese also british gnianan \sce guianese, 
guianan\ adf, usu cap BAG [British Guiana, former name of 
Guyana + E -ese or -an] : Guyanese 
ibntisb guianese abo british guianan \"\ n. cap B&G 

: GUYANESE 

british glim n, usu cap B : dextrin; esp : dextrin produced 
hy heating starch sometimes with small amounts of acid or 
,£l k P, ,, ^ I l d used ^ sizc for Paper and textiles and as an adhesive 
ibritisn hondnran \see honduran\ adf, usu cap B&H [British 
Honduras, country in Central America + E -an] 1 : of, re- 
lating to, or characteristic of British Honduras 2 : of, re- 
.J?J"!BJ°A or characteristic of the people of British Honduras 
2 bntish honduran \"\ n, cap B&H : a native or inhabitant of 

British Honduras 
brft.ish.ism \je,shizam, n -s usu cap 1 : Briticism 

2 a : the distinctive qualities of the people of the British 
Commonwealth b : one of these qualities 



hri^.tli.npcQ v-Kric^iswi. r V / ^..uui^iuawac ^uinuiun weaun a : one ot tnese qualities 

of^being frfstly ( } ^ X " * B ' thC QUahty ° f StatC Mt-toto-ly «/r p usu cap : in a British way <a ~ calm bystander) 



F being bristly 
i bristling pres part of bristle 
'bristling var of brisling 

bris-tly ybris(3)Ie, -li\ adf -er/-est 1 a : consisting of or like 
bristles <a horse with a short ~ mane) <a — brown mustache 
rriF- , , ams> gowning ~ brows — Lucy M. Montgomery) 
b : thickly set with bristles <a ~ skin) <a ~ shrub) 2 : tend- 
uig to bristle easily : belligerent <a man with a ~ tempera 
ment) (this aura of ~ independence —Time) 
bristly carrot n : rattlesnake weed 2 



moW usu ca P B • a mold of the genus Brettanomyces 
british oak n, usu cap B : English oak 

british thermal unit n, usu cap B : the quantity of heat 
required to raise the temperature of one avoirdupois pound of 
water one degree Fahrenheit at or near 39.2°F, its temperature 
of maximum density, being equal to about 0.252 kilogram 
calorie — abbr. Btu 

british warm n, usu cap B : a short double-breasted overcoat 
worn esp. by British army officers 



^?l?*i£ ect of an explosive measurable by the crushing of 
i-SL 1118 compression of a metal cylinder an J J 
tenn ^vtT ? f detonation and other factors 
■Sri* b " zban (usual Australian pronunc), -,ban\ adj, 
Bris . oane ' Queensland, Australia] : of or from 
iSHt ? ^P 1131 -of Queensland, Australia : of the kind or 
^L^valent m Brisbane 

5^t;famil 
^ngliiiiu 

•^P^SrS?^ n \ usu cap D : an Australian tree (Elaeocar- 

•fiS?^ rd whlte timber and cdible fruit — called 

S^S^S^W^N n " s CIt I : an ltaua n card game for 
•*ffiS!n n 4 wo Partnerships 

'Wwwir^ n " s t p . fr- brisi, past part, of briser to break 



i ^5^\^- cli f* ed togetherTn'The air 
ir»>V,ure2,be2\ n [F, lit., windbreaker, fr. briser to 

J "WC.norfh \uinH . - 



it^r^H 10 ^ ^ in , d ~* more at bise] : a half curtain for 
'5§2W.?fawindo 

toitn M-? hltectural device (as a projection, louvers, or 
tali °i?«99k off unwanted sunlight 



t^ySfclaffi !C - w,ndow (brise-bise curtains in the kitchen) 
Wuh! K ) ,brezs5 ! la \ " -s CF, fr. brise (as in brise-bise) + 
. > teamed) VL soliculus, dim. of L sol sun — more 



m^Vk\i^Z ~°" unwanted sunlight 
" :^flo^ (, wr- re ,'? avoMa \ ». P l hrises vol6s \-zavo*la(z)\ 
1 WfcdS^i 3 : a bris< Performed with each leg alter- 

;&^H5ii a< ? -erAest [prob. modif. of MF brusque 
l^^SSi^ 1 a : keen ly a « v e and alert : livei 
^*eaB^!M HT ^y <a ^ old Iadv with no nonsense abc 

a3«J- Thac ^ cra y> 

*8v ^ : not flat <a ' 
•%r^5SnK n ® ent : tan oy <a ~ tea) b of weather con- 
TW^k 3 1 . k ATf y°' inviooratino, fresh <^ air) <~ 
«i^e* h*{# 8 rp J n tone °r manner <a somewhat ~cr sort, 
»K^tiS "^L 1 ?-?*? 1 ne . sa y s — R H.Rovere) 



. LIVELY, 

lady with no nonsense about 
~, managing, lively, imperious 
-....„^ Ivt , ajf/ D 00 s . spruce, smart 2 : sharp 
«e senses: as a of a drink (1) : agreeably lively 
not flat <a ~ cider) (2) : having good flavor 



fc;tSli Qu,CK » energetic : not slow or sluggish <a ~ 

„ 8 , on a stock exchange) syn see agile 
t not'Jr D /' WQ / m3 vt 1 obs i to make spruce or smart in 
^*&UYp ten uscd with up 2 a : ' 
$&S?L ">wbn™> <>~ed up with 
$%£ f P m ° Ve ,n a b " sk manner <~i 



spruce or smart in 
2 a : to make brisk : en- 
with up <a brisk ed-up 
'"i epigrams — Time) 
totul""'^ 'li " manner \~ing a soft cloth over 

2S5? pot — R ussell Thacher) ~ v/ : to become brisk 
^ement or activity — usu. used with up <till the 
♦jVUp —H.L.Davis) 

i^skan\ vb -ED/-WO/-S [> brisk + -en] 7 brisk 
!sff S ^K^'* d * +V \ » -s [ME brusket; akin to ON 
alje, MHG brQsche bruise. OE or&w/ breast — more 



brSuv C?6wtoot ^^tollXernl . a brito- \|brid.(,)o, -i,to\ n comb form, cap [prob. fr. L Brito] 

ffiH^^^™.S?5- b ? t , terC - nP , n : ? J 131 ^ Amencan 1 : of or belonging to the Britons and <Z?m 0 -Roman) 2 : Brit- 



- - <£ri/o-Roman> 2: 

ish and (Brito- Japanese) 3 : Britain (firi/ocentric) 
brit.on \ brit'n also -itan or -id-an\ n -s cap [ME Breton, 
Bryton. fr. MF & L; MF breton, fr. L Briton-, Brito, Britton-, 
Britto, of Celt origin; akin to W Brython Briton] 1 : a member 
of one of the peoples inhabiting Britain previous to the Anglo* 
Saxon invasions, the majority being presumably Cymric 
Celts intermixed with earlier non-Indo-European-speaking 
peoples 2 : a native or subject of Great Britain; esp : english- 
man 

brits pl of brit 



buttercup (Ranunculus pennsylVanicusj wfth""sharp^ b^ake d 
bristly foxtail n : yellow foxtail 

bristly greenbrier n : a greenbrier (Smilax hispida) with pliant 
bristly pnckles 

bristly ground squirrel n : an African ground squirrel 

(Xerus setosus) with coarse bristly hair 
bristly locust n : a shrub (Robinia hispida) of eastern No. 

America with bristly stems and large clusters of showy pink 

flowers — called also moss locust, rose acacia , SJ , lua m BK , , 

vetdL°i^ a n ^rnN;\«^ britz.ska Ybrichk 3 , -itskA n -s [G britschkd, 

Sowers America with bristly foliage and yellow britzka h. Pol bryczka, perh. modif. of G barutsche, birutsche 

bristlv sarsanarilla » • a h«eti„ a : i. u / a u\ bar ouche — more at barouche] : a long open horse-drawn 

Aff^X.\TSr P T^T " 8 or^tl/ American herb (Aralia carnage with a fold ng top over the rear seat and a front seat 
hispida) with black fruit and medicinal bark having properties facing the rear 
like those of sarsapanlla britt var of BRrr 

7r^\he chiof BriSi"Fn^nJS f . r ' ft?'* England] : of or brtt-ta-ny \'bri.»ne. -ni\ or brittany blue n -es o//ct cap 
len Tin Briitol U England : of the kind or style preva- Brittany [fr. Brittanv, region of northwestern France] : \ 

ahrfWol\"\ J o i ™™ n • moderate greenish blue that is bluer and paler than average 

SIS. ^ ■ v 1 "fS 1 ? 81 ?- 1 ^ ar . e u f u ca P B - ceramic ware peacock and bluer and slightly paler than larkspur 

S2c^ , . n i7?h a n 0 H t iR?{f t0l \ En8l f nd: aS brte W delf ! brUtany s P aniel usu C °P B : a rather tali active short-tailed 
itfw cop ^ . 17th and 18th century tin-enameled usu. blue and | spaniel of a French breed having a smooth or slightly wavy 



white earthenware b or bristol porcelain usu cap B . 
18th century soft paste porcelain containing soapstone and 
indistinguishable from early Worcester porcelain c or bristol 
porcelain usu cap B : hard paste porcelain forming a direct 
»™ n i l S^ n - of P'y^outh porcelain and produced about 
1770-1780 2 or bristol board : cardboard with a smooth 
surface suitable for writing or printing, generally of Viooo-inch 
thickness or more 

bristol fashion adf, usu cap B : in good order : shipshape 
<spick-and-span, shipshape and Bristol fashion —Jack Lusby) 

bristol glass n, usu cap B : a semiopaque glass of various 
color tones, notably deep blue, used for decorative glassware 
and commonly painted with floral designs 

bristol glaze n, usu cap Biz lead-free and usu. zinc-containing 
ceramic glaze used on faience and stoneware 

bri-sure a/so bri-zure \bra'zhO(a)r\ n -s [F brisure, lit., break, 
crack, fr. OF, fr. brisier to break — more at brisance] 

! CADENCY MARK : DIFFERENCE 

brit or bjitt Vbrit\ n -s [modif. of Corn brVthel mackerel. lit., 
speckled, fr. brfth speckled + -el (dim. suffix); akin to W brith 
speckled ] X a : the young of the common herring b : any of 
certain small herrings 2 : the minute marine animals, largely 
crustaceans (Entompstraca) and pteropods, upon which the 
right whales feed 3 : any of the silversides 
>rit.ain \ bnfn abo -itin or : id*n\ n -s usu cap [alter, (influ- 

hw C t e Q l b £? r v{?J!fw Grcat B »to»n) of Briton] obs : briton 
™^f^V Vbr4 / « n -^« " n f» V - s us » c°P [fr. Britannia, poetic 
name for Great Britain, fr. L] : a representation of a female 
figure usu seated and with helmet and trident that is symbolic 



coat of orange and white or liver and white ^somewhat 
fringed on chest, forelegs, and thighs that was developed by 
interbreeding pointers with spaniels of Brittany to produce a 
competent bird dog with an action suggestive of a setter 
ibrit-tle Ybrid. 8 !, -it a l\ adf [ME britil; akin to OE brtotan 
to break, OHG brddi frail, ON brfdta to break, Skt bhrUna 
embryo] l a (1) : easily broken, cracked, or snapped : apt 
to break or snap easily esp. under very slight bending or 
deformation <~ clay) <~ glass) <as ~ as an eggshell) (2) of 
a metal or alloy \ having very low malleability or ductility 
b : easily disrupted, overthrown, damaged, or disintegrated 
: frail <a ~ promise) <~ honor — Shak.) <a ~ marriage) 
c : requiring careful handling : difficult <a ~ personality) 
d : sharp, brilliant, tense <the light, ~ tones of an orchestra 
of xylophones — Asia & the Americas) (the ~ staccato of 
the drums — H.A. Sinclair) (could hardly understand what 
was said to him, so ^ and sharp was the sound — Pearl Buck) 

2 a : perishable, mortal b : transitory, evanescent 

3 : lacking warmth, depth, or generosity of spirit : cold, cal- 
culating (she was harder, more~, than Effie ever was — Rex 
Ingamells) (a ~ and selfish woman who calculates her ends 
coldly and by sheer poise and self-possession usually gets her 
way —Chad Walsh) (the ~, cynical, beautiful legends of 
Ovid —Gilbert Highet) — brit- tie. ly or briMly \-d.'l(l)e, 
-t a l-. -)i: -tle.-tli\ adv — brtt.tle.ness Vid-'lnSs, -it»l-\ n -es 

'brittle \"\ n -S : candy made by boiling sugar to the point of 
caramelization, adding nuts, and cooling in thin sheets 
brittle bones n pi but sing or pi in const r : fragilitas ossium 



or Great Brilftin~o7fi««7"nSr«:r 1 ■.««.* ,s symbolic brittlebush \'-*,-\ n : a desert plant of the genus Encelia 

hrttfltinift mflffi < P/»S7»«^ ,la, r* l,n 4 l , he dom ' n,< >us _ (family Composi'tae) of the southwestern U.S. and adjacent 

v a^^?-whh? X? 5KSf ll f«7iI ,r - Britannia Great Britain] Mexico having brittle stems, small crowded leaves, and yellow 

IJS .u?? ? a . ntim <>ny. copper, and often also flowers and containing a principle toxic to other plants 

™!£k 5 t mu i h that - 15 simi, . ar to Pewter and was formerly brittle fern n : fragile fern 

/ dome . st »c utensils brittle maidenhair n : a tropical American fern (Adlantum 

brl.tnn.ninn \-van.-?nn\ nrii H,HcnnrRrl«<...l. n » r»-: • — ■ j -j x 



cumuinauun ui ine two 
brunch coat n : a woman's short housecoat or wraparound 
dress 

trail flo.re Vbrsnda'ra, -,dd;-\ n, pi bran do.rSs or brans 
dor€s \-nd . . . az\ [F, lit., golden brown] : olive wood 
brune Vbrtln, 'briEnV n -s [F — more at brunet] : brunet 
bru.nel.lia \bru'nclea, -lys\ n, cap [NL, fr. G. Brunetli, 18th 
cent. Ital. botanist + NL -la] : a small genus (coextensive 
with the family Brunelliaceae of the order Ranales) of tropical 
American trees having unisexual panicled apetalous flowers 
and follicular fruits 

ibru-net or bra.nette XObrtiJnet, usu -ed.+ V\ adj [F brunet, 
masc. & brunette, fern, brownish, fr. OF, fr. brun brown, fr. 
ML brunus, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG brun brown — more 
at brown) : of or marked by dark or relatively dark pigmenta- 
tion : a of hair and eyes l brown, black b of skin : brown, olive 

^brunet or brunette \"\ n -s [ F brunet, masc., & brunette, fern., 
fr. brunet, brunette, adj.) : a person with brunet hair or skin or 
both 

bran.lel.Sia \brun'felzeA n, cap [NL, fr. Otto Brunjels fl 534 
Ger. botanist + NL -ia] : a genus of tropical American shrubs 
(family Solanaceae) that have alternate entire leaves arid a 
fleshy fruit like a berry and that are commonly grown in green- 
houses for their flowers 

brung substand past oj bring 

bra>ni*zem Ybrtina.zenA n -s [origin unknown] : a soil of the 

?rairies developed from loess and occurring extensively in 
owa 

bran-ne-ous VbraneasX or brun.nes-cent \(')bra;nes a nt\ 
adj [irreg. fr. ML brunus brown + E -ous or -escent — more at 
brunet] : dark brown — used chiefly scientifically 

brun.ner's gland \*bruna(r)z-\ n, usu cap B [after Johann C. 
Brunner tl727 Swiss anatomist] : any of certain compound 
racemose glands in the submucous layer of the duodenum 
secreting alkaline mucus and a potent proteolytic enzyme 

bran.nich.ia \(,)bra'nikeA n, cap [NL, fr. M.T.BrUnnich 
fl827 Dan. naturalist + NL -ia] : a small genus of herbaceous 
vines (family Polygonaceae) having climbing tendrils, broad 
leaves, and inconspicuous racemose flowers — see buckwheat 
vine 

brtin.nich's murre also briinnlch's guillemot VbriniksA n, 
usu cap B [after M.T. Brtlnnich] : thick-billed murre 

briinn race Vbrin-, -rten-\ n, usu cap B {fr. Brilnn (now 
Brno), Czechoslovakia] : an Upper Paleolithic people related 
to the Cro-Magnons but differing in having shorter stature, 
narrower face and head, and heavier brow ridges, orig. based 
on skeletal material found associated with So lutrean artifacts at 
Brno and Predmost, Czechoslovakia, and subsequently recog- 
nized in fossil finds in other parts of Europe, in No. Africa, 
and in western Asia and as a component in modern man 

brunn's membrane \'brunz-\ n, usu cap B [after Albert von 
Brunn fl895 Ger. anatomist] : the part of the nasal mucous 
membrane that serves as an organ of smell 

brn-no man \'brU(,)no-\ n {Bruno (shove!), a hand shovel 
used to move loose ore] : a worker who uses a hand shovel to 
move loose ore (as_to an ore car) 

bru*no«nia Xbrti'nonea, -onya\ n, cap [NL, irreg. fr. Robert 
Brown fl 858 Scot, botanist + NL -ia] : a genus (coextensive 
with the family Brunoniaceae of the order Campanulales) of 
Australian herbs with radical leaves and a long-stalked globu- 
lar head of showy blue flowers 

bruns.wick \'br3nz(,)wik, -.wek\ adj, usu cap [fr. Brunswick 
(Braunschweig), Germany] : of or from the city of Brunswick, 
Ger man y : of the kind or style prevalent in Brunswick 

brunswick black n, often cap 1st B [trans, of G Braunschweiger 
schwarz] : a black varnish usu. similar in composition to black 
japan 

brunswick blue n, often cap 1st B [trans, of G Braunschweiger 
blau] 1 : a pigment consisting of a mixture of an iron blue 
with a -large amount of barium sulfate 2 : Prussian blue 2 

brunswick green n, ojten cap B [trans, of G Braunschweiger 
grtln} 1 a : a green pigment consisting of a copper salt (as a 
basic copper chloride or a basic copper carbonate) — called 
also old Brunswick green b : chrome green lb 2 : any of 
three greens: a : deep brunswick green b : middle 

BRUNSWICK GREEN C : LIGHT BRUNSWICK GREEN 

brunswick stew n, ojten cap B [fr. Brunswick county, Va., 
where it originated] 1 J a hunter's stew made with squirrel or 
rabbit and onion 2 : a stew of two or more meats with vege- 
tables (as game and chicken with corn, okra, and tomatoes) 
1 brant \'brant\ n -s [ME] 1 obs a : a forceful onset : a 
sudden or violent assault <the garrison withstood the ~ on the 
castle) b : a sudden outburst or effort 2 : the main force, 
shock, or stress : the impact, strain, or violence calling for 
greatest resistance <employees in the textile and metal trades 
exposed to the full ~ of foreign competition — J.A.Hobson) 
<the ~ of the struggle with the German army fell upon the 
Russians —Walter Lippmann) syn see IMPACT 
2 brunt X'brOnt, -rant\ dial Brit past oj BURN 
'brash Vbrash\ n -es ojten attrib [ME brusch, fr. MF broce t fr. 
OF, perh. of Celt origin; 




akin to Olr jroech heather 
— more at brier] 1: brush- 
wood 2 a : scrub vegeta- 
tion b : land covered with 
scrub vegetation : brush- 
land — often used with the 
(helped work cattle in the 

Florida F.B.Gipson) 

3 chiejly Austral : a dense 
growth of forest and under- 
growth 

^brush \"\ Vt -ED/-INO/-ES 

1 : to clear (land) of brush 
and undergrowth <~ the 

back f orty) 2 Mouse cut* brushes: J shaving brush, 2 
oft branches as supports scrubbing brush, 3 clothes 
for (vines and plants) <peas brush, 4 paintbrush • 

should be ~erf> 
3brash \"\ n -es [ME brusshe, fr. MF broisse, fr. OF broce 
brushwood] 1 a : a hand-operated or power-driven tool or 
device composed of bristles set into a back or a handle or 
attached to a roller and designed or adapted for such uses as 
sweeping, scrubbing, painting, and smoothing <a floor ~> <a 
wire ~> b : one of a pair of long slender devices of this kind 
with flexible wire bristles used for making soft rhythmic 
hissing sounds on a cymbal or snare drum esp. in a dance band 

2 : something resembling or suggesting a brush <a thick ~ of 
wavy hair): as a : a heavily haired bushy tail (as that of a fox 
or squirrel or of certain dogs or cats) (the fox had a handsome 
red ~> b (H : an herb (Lepachys columnijera) of the western 
U.S. resembling a coneflower (2) : the young- strobile or 
gynoecium of the hop (3) : a tuft of hairs (as on the tip of the 
wheat kernel) (4) : the inflorescence of the broomcorn c : a 
feather tuft worn on a hat <a cock-green Tyrolean ^ in my hat 
--Saul Bellow) 3 a : an electrical conductor commonly in 
the form of a bundle of copper strips or wire gauze or a block 
of carbon serving as a means of connection by sliding contact 
between a stationary and a moving part of an electric circuit 
(as between line and armature of a generator or a motor) 
b : brush discharge 4 Vbrush] a : an act or instance of 
brushing (he gave his old suit a quick ~> b : a quick light 
touch : a fleeting momentary contact (she felt the ~ of his coat 
as he hurried by) C (1) : a light stroke with one foot, toe, or 
heel along the floor in any direction in dancing (2) : a low 
ballet kick in which the sole of the foot strikes the floor 
a slang : a quiet and decisive rejection or dismissal : brush-off 



over or across : touch gently against in passing (my left hand 
y>ed the wall and found the doorknob —Hartley Howard) 
P : affect, touch (the spirit of compromise which responsi- 
bility brings has not ~ed him —Time) 4 : to beat (fibers) 
lightly to cause fraying or roughening rather than cutting in 
papcrmaking 5 dial chiejly Eng : trim, clip (~i/ig the shrub- 
bery) ~ W 1 : to make the contact or motion or perform the 
action of brushing something (other stewards and messmen 
i were scouring, scrubbing ~mg, mopping —Nation's Business) 
J? ° S 2 t°f. se: j? interfere slightly so as to produce abrasion 
sbrasn \ \ adj Vbrush] : resembling a brush esp. in beinj 
bristly or cut relatively short and of even length (a — h ' 
(a ~ mustache) 
*brush \"\ vb -ed/-ino/-es [ME bruschen to rush, drive (in- 
fluenced m meaning by * & « brush), fr. MF brosser to dash 
through underbrush, fr. broce, brosse, broisse underbrush] 
vi : to move so lightly or deftly as to be scarcely perceptible 
: move so as to graze, skim over, or sweep something (~ past 
people quickly without hitting them carelessly with your 
umbrella —Agnes M. Miall) ~ vt : to force (a horse) to top 
speed over a short distance 
'brush \"\ n -es [ME brusche rush, hostile collision (influenced 
in meaning by J & « brush), fr. bruschen to rush, drive] 1 : a 
brief or fleeting encounter; usu l one that involves an element 
of risk or contention (he had several ~« with the law) (a ~ 
with enemy troops) 2 : a usu. short often impromptu race 
(the two horses came side by side and their riders decided to 
have a ~> 

brusb>a*bil*i*ty X.brasha'bilad-eV n -es : the behavior charac- 
teristic of a liquid (as paint) when applied by brush 
brash apple n V brush] : black apple 

brash arbor n V brush] South & Midland : an arbor made of 

brushwood esp. as a place for a camp meeting 
brush block n Vbrush] : a football maneuver in which an 
offensive player makes light contact with an opponent and 
continues downfield for secondary blocking 
brush bloodwood n V brush} : bloodwood a (2) 
brush border n [ *brush] : a striated border on the cells forming 
the membrane proper in certain epithelial membranes (as in 
that of the proximal convoluted tubule of the kidney) that is 
usu. regarded as associated with absorptive phenomena 
brush box n Vbrush] : an Australian tree (Tristania conjerta) 
that has evergreen foliage and is cultivated for shade — called 
also Brisbane box 
brush bronze wing n V brush] : a bronzewing (Phaps elegans) 

that is bronze-brown above and largely bluish gray below 
brash broom n [' brush] South & Midland : a broom made of 
small twiggy branches or corn husks tied together and used for 
outdoor sweeping (the paths swept with a brush broom —Ellen 
Glasgow) 

brash bum n : an injury of the skin due to intense friction 
(there were also brush burns showing that she had been 
dragged —M.G. Bishop) 
brash Cherry n Vbrush] 1 : an Australian timber tree (Eugenia 
myrtijolia) — called also native myrtle 2 : the edible fruit of 
the brush cherry — called also rose apple 3 : an Australian 
shrub (Trochocarpa laurina) 
brush coating n Vbrush] : a paper-coating process in which 
the wet coating mixture is smoothed on the surface by means 
of brushes 

brash country n : an extensive area of land on which the 
characteristic plant forms are low shrubby growths — compare 

CHAPARRAL, THICKET 

brush cut n Vbrush] : a very short even haircut often in a flat 
plane on top so that the hair stands out and suggests a brush 
brush dampener n Vbrush] : a machine for spattering water 

onto paper by means of rotary brushes 
brush discharge n [ 3 brush] : a faintly luminous relatively slow 
electrical discharge having no spark 
'brushed \'brasht\ adj V brush + -ed] : *brushy 
2 brushed \"\ adj [fr. past part, of * brush] oj a woven or 
knitted jabr'tc : finished with a nap (a ~ rayon bed jacket) 
'brush-er \'br3shs(r)\ n -s {*brush + -er] : one that brushes 
by hand or by machine esp. as a vocation 
abrusher \"\ n -s V brush + -er] 1 : a worker who cuts and 

burns small trees and brush 2 : limber 3 : white biskop 
brushes pi oj brush, ores 3d sing oj brush 
brush tire n Vbrush] : a fire involving scrub trees, brush, or 
other growth that is heavier than grass but not of full tree size 
brash-fire V*,A adj {brush jire] oj warfare : limited in scale 
or in area (a mobile striking force, always on the ready, to 
fight brush-jire wars —Newsweek) 
brush harrow n Vbrush] : a crude light harrow made of short 
tough tree branches (as hawthorn) fastened to one side of a 
pole and used chiefly to cover seeds 
brush hooh n Vbrush] : bush hook 
brashier comparative oj brushy 
bras hi est superlative oj brushy 

brushing n -s [fr. gerund of *brush] : a finishing process for 

fabrics usu. used to produce a thick nap 
brushings n pi [fr. gerund of *brush] : material removed and 

collected by brushing 
brush.ite Ybr3,shit\ n -s [George J. Brush fl912 Am 
mineralogist + E -ite] I a nearly colorless mineral CaHPO*.- 
2H2O consisting of calcium hydrogen phosphate in slender 
crystals or massive 
brush kangaroo n Vbrush] : a large wallaby 
brushland \XA n Vbrush + land] : an area characterized by 
scrub growth 

brush. less \'brashlis\ adj Vbrush + -less] 1 : lacking a 
brush 2 : designed for use without a brush (~ shaving cream) 

'brush. man \-man\ n, pi brushmen Vbrush + man] 1 : one 
who uses a brush esp. as a vocation: as a : a worker who 
assists in cleaning the outside of a building by brushing a pre- 
viously scoured surface with a chemical cleaner b : one who 
applies coats of finish with a brush c : a worker who roughens 
new concrete pavement with a stiff brush — called also broom 
man 2 : a painter esp. skilled in brushwork 

ibrashman \"\ n, pi brushmen Vbrush + man] : one who 
cuts and burns brush 

brash mouse n Vbrush] : a common white-footed mouse 
(Peromyscus boylii) of the western U.S. 

brush-oU V«.-\ n -s {brush ojj, v.] 1 : a quietly curt or 
disdainful dismissal (she gave him the brush-ojj) 2 : an 
offensive maneuver used by basketball and lacrosse players to 
get rid of an opponent by running him into a teammate 

brush ore « Vbrush] : an iron ore in stalactitic forms re- 
sembling a brush 

brushout V-.A n -s {brush out, v.] : a sample application of 
paint usu. for testing 

brash-pen \XA n Vbrush] : a pen with a fibrous point 

brushpopper V*,**\ n -s Vbrush + popper] West I cowboy; 
esp : one working in brushy country 

brush rabbit n Vbrush] : a small short-legged brownish rabbit 
(Svlvilagus bachmani) found on the Pacific coast 

brush scythe n Vbrush] : bush scythe 

brushstroke V«,A n ; the configuration given to thick paint 
(as oil paint) by contact with the bristles of a brush; also : the 

Eaint left on a surface by a single application of a loaded 
rush or palette knife 
brash-taiied porcupine or brush-tail porcupine n : any of 
certain Old World porcupines that constitute the genus Atheru- 
rus and have a tuft of large beaded bristles on the tail 
brush-tongued adj Vbrush] : having the tongue papil- 

lae long and slender, forming an organ resembling a brush (the 
brush-tongued lorikeets) 
brash-tongued parrot n : lorikeet 



Ingup on their understanding of the accepted 1!! ^<b2?^ 
F.L.Paxson) {brush up on the significant dat^!?^^ ■? 
history exam) ^<>re ,£ 1 

brashup \'«,*\ n -s {brush up] la: review 0 r m- ■ 1 
the intent of refreshing the memory or polishino h„ ctjc W 
orchestra needed a good deal of ~ before the S^^^S:' 
(a special ~ course) (a little instructive ~ on Emir w rm *Sf 
— Mollie Panter-Downes) b : a period of such revil^ ^S* 
tice (the play had a two-week ~ before opening i n k ^Sftt - 
2 : a fixing up of something that has begun to sho^ W - Y °S : 
age or wear or that shows slight imperfections (th* 5 ^cr 
. . . had been doing some ~ work in the halls — -f rx'^tt *a 

brush wheel n Vbrush] 1 : a wheel used formeri **®t' 
another wheel by the friction of bristles fixed in thi to tcri 
2 : a circular revolving brush used for polishinc ut *!fe 

brush WOU n Vbrush] I coyote 6 . v- 

brushwood \XA n Vbrush + wood] 1 : the wood re - 
branches esp. when cut or broken 2 : a thicket <vCl 0f fctfi ' 
shrubs and small trees ^POjcJ^ 

brushwork \'*,A n Vbrush + work] 1 : work do« 
brush (as in painting) 2 : the distinctive and chara *t|v 
use of the tools and equipment of an art (as of a bn C v i ^ 

E aimer or words by a writer) : technique ^"^i 
rushy Ybrashe, -shi\ adj -er/-est Vbrush + -y] • ■ 
a brush; also : shaggy, rough " T^W^ . 

nmishy \"\ adj -er/-est Vbrush + -y] : covered *t A ' 1 
abounding in brush or brushwood tj * 

brusque also brusk Ybrask sometimes -rusk or 



wmi/ u*UBA \ ui^ »v/«c»i/r/o TUSK Of -HI \ 

-ER/-EST [F brusque, fr. It brusco, fr. ML bruscus butrkJ^" 
broom, perh. blend of L ruscus butcher's-broom and Li 
heather — more at brier] : markedly short and abrunt ^5 

inlt tn h*» hncL- ckarn inH nftan cnmAtirki* U i_ ^ "l£Cg. 



_ JB-*5S^ 

ing to be brisk, sharp, and often somewhat harsh or hS " 
gentleness syn see bluff 
brusquely also brusk. ly adv : in a brusque manner • 
Drusque-ness n -es : the quality or state of being brusmin * 
brus*que*rie Vbrasksjre sometimes Ibrus- or |brUs-\ 
fr. brusque + -erie -ery] : the quality or state of beinjbr«i5 ^ 



brus.sels YbrasolzX adj, usu cap [fr. Brussels, Beljuumff^ 
or from Brussels, the capital of Belgium : of the kind or «JJ2 
prevalent in Brussels *y* 
brussels brown n, ojten cap 1st B : new bronze 
brussels carpet n, usu cap B 1 : a carpet made of vi 

ttrocp.- 



colored worsted yarns first fixed in a foundation web of stS* 
linen thread and then drawn up in loops to form the baSf 
— called also body Brussels; see wilton 2 • s— £™ 
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Brussels sproub j 



r- 



substitute for Brussels carpet that is made of a single^£2 v ->t 
yarn varied in color by dyeing at intervals or of undyed vim L^l 
with a printed pattern — called also tapestry Brussels ' \ . 
brussels classification n, usu cap B : universal DEcaui 
classification 

brussels grill on n, usu cap B & sometimes cap G ; a sham 

reddish brown wire-haired griffon (sense 1) T**'', 
brussels lace n, usu cap B 1 : any of various fine needlepotev 

or bobbin laces with floral designs made orig. in or 

Brussels 2 : a machine-made net of hexagonal mesh > 
brussels sprout n, ojten cap B 1 : any of the edible small Bm* 

heads resembling diminutive cabbages 

and borne in the lower axils of the 

stem of a plant (Brassica oleracea gem- 

mijera) closely related to the cabbage 

and cauliflower 2 : the plant that bears 

Brussels sprouts — usu. used in pi. 
brust Vbrust, -rast\ dial Brit var oj 

1 burst 

bniS'tle Ybrasal, -rus-\ dialvaroj bristle 
ibrat \'brUt\ n -s cap [MW, fr. MF Brut, 

legendary settler of Britain, fr. ML 

Brutus] : any of several medieval chron- 
icles of Britain tracing the history and 

legend of the country from theexploitsof 

mythical Jlrutus, descendant of Aeneas 
2 bmt \'bnet\ adj [F, lit., rough — more 

at brute] oj champagne : very dry : usu. 

containing less than 1.5 percent sugar 

by volume : drier than extra sec 

ibru-ta \'brUd.a\ n pi, cap [NL, fr. L, neut. pi. of bnm 
heavy — more at brute] in former classijications I an order 
of mammals comprising the edentates, elephants, and 
walruses , yf r™ 

nmita V\ [NL, fr. L] syn oj edentata 

bru-tage \brU'tazh, bri£tazh\ n -S [F, fr. brut rough + <t* 
— more at brute] : bruting 

bru.tal X'brUd-'l, -Ut a l\ adj, sometimes -er/-est [ME, fr. MFy- 
or ML; MF, fr. ML brutalis, fr. brutus brute, animal + L.-«j v. 
-al — more at brute] 1 archaic : of, belonging to, or WW 1 " 
of beasts or animals as distinguished from man : animal <tto. 
Serpent ... to me so friendly grown above the rest of ~ ubo 
—John Milton) 2: befitting or resembling a brute: as fr'^Jf 0 * 
ming from or based on crude animal instincts : grossly ro **S.-' t 
<a attack) b : devoid of mercy or compassion : cruel aflfl; ; 
cold-blooded f blunt and occasionally ~, but ... ne y er ^ 
gling and peevish — Cleanth Brooks) c : harsh ana se«K : 
: unpleasant to a degree that is nearly unbearable ( aooU £ r 
summer of ~ heat) (two ~ winters in a row) d : unpleasaow 
accurate and incisive : undeniable but harsh <the ; 
<the ~ facts must be faced and action taken) J.*^* 
syn brutish, bestial, ffral, beastly, brute: B RUTALsm ^S 
sensuality, coarse cruelty, or crude grossness, always. M} *~£ .« 
the alleviation of normal human moderation, reticence, I7»T -_ v 
pathy, mercy, or consideration of others (Constance Keot*J[, 
rather a beauty— a nice girl with an engaging air; yet sw" 1 . 
her little brother's throat in a thoroughly brutal manner "7"-": 
Wright) (brutal Ode and St. Dunstan force their ™ dc . :?j r 
into the quiet room, and hurl coarse insults at the sweet -ia^ r 
queen —J.K.Jerome) brutish stresses either gross sc n £""Jj "iVj 
completely unchecked or utter animal stupidity unenlig "J"^ 
by even faint human intelligence <in the mines and f . fl r^ 
an indiscriminate sexual intercourse of the most & ru /'k,di* , 
was the only relief from the tedium and drudgery of t "r d J^'" 
— Lewis Mumford) <it requires wisdom to liberate oiiR"^ . .. 
from natural brutish stupidity and enslaving passions > 
Cohen) bestial usu. indicates either a complete lack 
intelligence and refinement or an utter lustful depravity \ ■ 
were much impressed with the size and bestial ferocity ' ° ^> 
niggers whom they had now learned to call ' Pa Viler 
— Rudyard Kipling) <he is a thief, a murderer, a de ""^id 
bestial, lecherous dog —Rafael Sabatini) feral stresses ^ 
fury and ferocity like a wild beast's (her wrath, savag 
jeral, utterly possessed her. She was like a wild anajnai. 
nered and conscious of defeat —W.H.Wright) beastly^ 
imply beastlike indelicacy, cruelty, or sensuality (some ww ^ 
coarse and low and vulgar, some beastly creature in wn 
the horror of sex is blatant— W.S.Maug" 



id 
A 



- -- iugham> (systematic©^. ., 

lation of the body rendered the crime particularly^^ . ; 
—Earl of Birkenhead b. 1907) Often it simply implies l ^l^o > . : 
or disgust on the speaker's part_(she can't eat^ the ^^0- .- L 



more can I. It's beastly. — W.M.Thackeray) BRUTE way ^ 
note cruelty or stupidity (the brute mentality of the cio 
constitute the parish— A. J.Cronin) (murdered, along "j c * ; 
of Lincolnshire, out of brute spite —Charles KingwW , , a - a. 
bru.tal.l.tar.l-an NObrU.tala'terean, attrib " or O b W%M* y 
adj {brutality + -arlan (as in humanitarian; prob. new v.. ^) .; 
in the 30s or construed as a blend of brutal and tota ^.\t^ " 
: advocating or practicing brutality (a ^ regime) — - 01 - j- .' 
i-tar.i-an.ism Xt^brU.tab'terea.nizamX n -s ....jtil*' . v . 
bru.taM.ty XbrU'talad-e, -ate, -i\ n -es 1 : the quf Wf^jl, rU 
of being brutal (impulse without sensitiveness spells ~ 



birnjjminriKagem 



286 



brutcaDify 



: phony, sham (her extraordinary beauty, caustic wit, and ~ 
royalty — G.H.Genzmer) . 
^brummagem \ M \ n -s : something cheap or inferior : tinsel. 

COUNTERFEIT . „ _ . . _ .. 

brum-my Ybn>rai\ adj [by shortening & alter.] chiejly Brit 

: BRUMMAGEM , , , t . 

bru-mous N'brUmasN adj [F brumeux:U. brume fog — more at 
brume] : foggy, misty <the ~ October gloaming —John 

brwn^Stone \'bramztan, -ram-, -mst\ dial Brit var oj brim- 

branch Ybranch\ n -es [oreakfast + \unch] : a meal served usu. 
in the late morning : a late breakfast, an early lunch, or a 
combination of the two 

branch coat n : a woman's short housecoat or wraparound 

bralTdo.re Vbrandajra, -.dOlA n, pi bran do.res or brans 
dores \-nd . , . az\ [ F, lit., golden brown] : olive wood 

brane \'brUn. 'brtenX n -s [F — more at brunet] : brunet 

bru.nel.Ua Xbrli'nelM, -lya\ n, cap [NL, fr. G. Brunelli, 18th 
cent. Ital. botanist -f NL -/a] : a small genus (coextensive 
with the family Brunelliaceae of the order Ranales) of tropical 
American trees having unisexual panicled apetalous flowers 
and follicular fruits „ rBl 

Jbru.net or bru-nette \(')bru;net, usu -ed.+ V\ adj [F brunet, 
masc. & brunette, fern, brownish, fr. OF fr. brun brown, fr. 
ML brunus, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG brQn brown — more 
at brown] : of or marked by dark or relatively dark pigmenta- 
tion: a of hair and eyes : brown, black b of skin : brown, olive 

2brunet or brunette \"\ n -s [ F brunet. masc, & brunette, fern., 
fr. brunet, brunette, adj.] : a person with brunet hair or skin or 

bran.fel.Sia XbrOn'felzeA n, cap [NL, fr. Otto Brunjels « 534 
Ger. botanist + NL -i'a] : a genus of tropical American shrubs 
(family Solanaceae) that have alternate entire leaves and a 
fleshy fruit like a berry and that are commonly grown in green- 
houses for their flowers 

brung substand past oj bring 

bru.ni.zem YbrUna,zem\ n -s [origin unknown] : a soil of the 
prairies developed from loess and occurring extensively in 

brun-ne-ous VbraneasX or brun.nes.cent \(')bra:nes*nt\ 
adj [irreg. fr. ML brunus brown + E -ous or -escent — more at 
brunet] : dark brown — used chiefly scientifically 

brun-ner's gland \*bruna(r)z-\ n, usu cap B [after Johann C. 
B runner 11721 Swiss anatomist] : any of certain compound 
racemose glands in the submucous layer of the duodenum 
secreting alkaline mucus and a potent proteolytic enzyme 

bnin.nicn.ia \(,)bra'nikea\ n, cap [NL, fr. M.T. BrUnnlch 
tl 827 Dan. naturalist + NL -ia] :a small genus of herbaceous 
vines (family Polygonaceae) having climbing tendrils, broad 
leaves, and inconspicuous racemose flowers — see buckwheat 

brtin.nich's murre also brunnich's guillemot VbriniksA n, 
usu cap B [after M.I.BrUnnich] : thick-billed murre 

brunn race Ybrin-, -ru;n-\ n, usu cap B [U.BrUnn (now 
Brno), Czechoslovakia] : an Upper Paleolithic people related 
to the Cro-Magnons but differing in having shorter stature, 
narrower face and head, and heavier brow ridges, o rig. based 
on skeletal material found associated with Solutrean artifacts at 
Brno and Predmost, Czechoslovakia, and subsequently recog- 
nized in fossil finds in other parts of Europe, in No. Africa, 
and in western Asia and as a component in modern man 

brunn 's membrane YbninzA n, usu cap B [after Albert von 
Brunn fl895 Ger. anatomist] : the part of the nasal mucous 
membrane that serves as an organ of smell 

bra- no man \'brU(,)no-\ n {Bruno (shovel), a hand shovel 
used to move loose ore] : a worker who uses a hand shovel to 
move loose ore (as to an ore car) a ■ _ . 

bru.no.nia Xbrti'nonea, -onya\ n, cap [NL, irreg. fr. Robert 
Brown T1858 Scot, botanist + NL -iaj : a genus (coextensive 
with the family Brunoniaceae of the order Campanulales) of 
Australian herbs with radical leaves and a long-stalked globu- 
lar head of showy blue flowers 

brans. wicK Ybranz(,)wik, - wek\ adj, usu cap [fr. Brunswick 

glraunschweig), Germany] : of or from the city of Brunswick, 
ermany : of the kind or style prevalent in Brunswick 
branswick black n, ojten cap 1st B [trans, of G Braunschweiger 
schwarz] I a black varnish usu. similar in composition to black 
japan 

branswick blue n, ojten cap 1st B [ trans, of G Braunschweiger 
blau] 1 : a pigment consisting of a mixture of an iron blue 
with a-large amount of barium sulfate 2 : Prussian blue 2 

branswick green n, ojten cap B [trans, of G Braunschweiger 
grUn] 1 a : a green pigment consisting of a copper salt (as a 
basic copper chloride or a basic copper carbonate) — called 
also old Brunswick green b : chrome green lb 2 : any of 
three greens: a : deep Brunswick green b : middle 

BRUNSWICK GREEN C : LIGHT BRUNSWICK GREEN 

branswick stew n, ojten cap B [fr. Brunswick county, Va., 
where it originated] 1 : a hunter's stew made with squirrel or 
rabbit and onion 2 : a stew of two or more meats with vege- 
tables (as game and chicken with corn, okra, and tomatoes) 

i brant Vbrant\ n -s [ME] 1 obs a : a forceful onset : a 
sudden or violent assault <the garrison withstood the <y on the 
castle) b : a sudden outburst or effort 2 : the main force, 
shock, or stress : the impact, strain, or violence calling for 
greatest resistance (employees in the textile and metal trades 
exposed to the full ~ of foreign competition — J.A.Hobson) 
<the ~ of the struggle with the German army fell upon the 
Russians —Walter Lippmann) syn see impact 

ibrunt Ybrunt, -rant\ dial Brit past oj burn 

thrush \'brash\ n -es ojten attrib [ME brusch, fr, MF brace, fr. 
OF, perh. of Celt origin; 
akin to Olr jroech heather 
— more at brier] 1: brush- 
wood 2a: scrub vegeta- 
tion b : land covered with 
scrub vegetation : brush- 
land — often used with the 
(helped work cattle in the 
Florida ~ — F.B.Gipson) 
3 chiejly Austral l a dense 
growth of forest and under- 
growth 

abrush \"\ vf -ed/-ing/-es 
1 : to clear (land) of brush 
and undergrowth <~ the 
back forty) 2 : to use cut* 
off branches as supports 
for (vines and plants) (peas 
should be ~etf> 




brushes: J shaving brush, 2 
scrubbing brush, 3 clothes 
brush, 4 paintbrush 



3brush \"\ n -es [ME brusshe, fr. MF broisse, fr. OF broce 
brushwood] 1 a : a hand-operated or power-driven tool or 
device composed of bristles set into a back or a handle or 
attached to a roller and designed or adapted for such uses as 
sweeping, scrubbing, painting, and smoothing <a floor ~> (a 
wire ~> b : one of a pair of long slender devices of this kind 
with flexible wire bristles used for making soft rhythmic 
hissing sounds on a cymbal or snare drum esp. in a dance band 
2 : something resembling or suggesting a brush (a thick ~ of 
wavy hair): as a : a heavily haired bushy tail (as that of a fox 
or squirrel or of certain dogs or cats) (the fox had a handsome 
red ~> b (1) : an herb (Lepachys columnijera) of the western 



♦brush \"\ vb -ED/-ING/-ES [ME brusshen, fr. brusshe, n.] [vt 

1 a : to apply a brush to or use a brush on <she was ~ing her 
hair) (take the bread from the oven and ~ the loaves with 
butter) b : to apply with a brush (the paint must be ~trrf 
carefully onto the porous surface) 2 a : to remove with a 
brush or by an act similar to brushing (~ the dust from* your 
shoes) (he . . . ~erf the ash from his cigarette — Nevil Shute) 
b : to push or force esp. in the course of physical motion (two 
men ~ed their way through the crowd) (<— ; obstacles aside) 
c : to dispose of in an offhand way : dismiss or reject sum- 
marily or perfunctorily — usu. used with aside or away (im- 
patiently aside the thought —Kathleen Freeman) (~ed 
our thanks away —Thomas Wood fl 950) 3 a : to pass lightly 
over or across : touch gently against in passing (my left hand 
~ed the wall and found the doorknob —Hartley Howard) 
b : affect, touch (the spirit of compromise which responsi- 
bility brings has not ~erf him —Time) 4 : to beat (fibers) 
lightly to cause fraying or roughening rather than cutting in 
papermaking 5 dial chiejly Eng : trim, clip (~i>ig the shrub- 
bery) ~ vi 1 : to make the contact or motion or perform the 
action of brushing something (other stewards and messmen 
were scouring, scrubbing mopping —Nation's Business} 

2 oj a horse: to interfere slightly so as to produce abrasion 
Sbrush \"\ adj [^brush] : resembling a. brush esp. in being 

bristly or cut relatively short and of even length (a ~ haircut) 
(a ~ mustache) , . 

tbrush \"\ vb -ED/-ING/-ES [ME bruschen to rush, drive (in- 
fluenced in meaning by 1 & 4 brush), fr. MF brosser to dash 
through underbrush, fr. broce, brosse, broisse underbrush] 
vi ; to move so lightly or deftly as to be scarcely perceptible 
I move so as to graze, skim over, or sweep something (~ past 
people quickly without hitting them carelessly with your 
umbrella —Agnes M. Miall) ~ vt I to force (a horse) to top 
speed over a short distance 

7brasb Y*\ i -es [ME brusche rush, hostile collision (influenced 
in meaning by 3 & * brush), fr. bruschen to rush, drive] 1 : a 
brief or fleeting encounter; usu : one that involves an element 
of risk or contention (he had several ~es with the law) (a ~ 
with enemy troops) 2 : a usu. short often impromptu race 
(the two horses came side by side and their riders decided to 
have a ~> 

brush.a»bil.i.ty \,brasha*bibd.e\ n -es : the behavior charac- 
teristic of a liquid (as paint) when applied by brush 
brush apple n Vbrush] : black apple 

brush arbor n Vbrush] South & Midland I an arbor made of 
brushwood esp. as a place for a. camp meeting • 

brush block n l*brush] : a football maneuver in which an 
offensive player makes light contact with an opponent and 
continues downfield for secondary blocking 

brush bloodwood n Vbrush] : bloodwood a(2) 

brush border n [ *brush ] : a striated border on the cells forming 
the membrane proper in certain epithelial membranes (as in 
that of the proximal convoluted tubule of the kidney) that is 
usu. regarded as associated with absorptive phenomena 

brush box n V brush] : an Australian tree (Tristania conjerta) 
that has evergreen foliage and is cultivated for shade — called 
also Brisbane box 

brush bronzewing « [' brush] : a bronzewing (Phaps elegans) 
that is bronze- brown above and largely bluish gray below 

brush broom n V brush] South & Midland I a broom made of 
small twiggy branches or corn husks tied together and used for 
outdoor sweeping (the paths swept with a brush broom —Ellen 
Glasgow) 

brush burn n : an injury of the skin due to intense friction 

(there were also brush burns showing that she had been 

dragged — M.G. Bishop) 
brush Cherry n [ ' brush] 1 : an Australian timber tree (Eugenia 

myrtijolia) — called also native myrtle 2 : the edible fruit of 

the brush cherry — called also rose apple 3 : an Australian 

shrub (Trochocarpa laurina) 
brash coating n l*brush] : a paper-coating process in which 

the wet coating mixture is smoothed on the surface by means 

of brushes ■ ■ . 

brush country n : an extensive area of land on which the 

characteristic plant forms are low shrubby growths — compare 

chaparral, thicket 
brush cut n l*brush] I a very short even haircut often in a flat 

plane on top so that the hair stands out and suggests a brush 
brush dampener n [*brush] : a machine for spattering water 

onto paper by means of rotary brushes 
brush discharge n l*brush} I a faintly luminous relatively slow 

electrical discharge having no spark 
ibrushed \'bn»sht\ adj Vbrush + -ed] : ^brushy 
^brushed \"\ adj [fr. past part, of *brush] oj a woven or 

knitted jabric I finished with a nap (a ~ rayon bed jacket) 
ibrush.er Ybr3sh3(r)\ n -s [*brush + -er] \ one that brushes 

by hand or by machine esp. as a vocation 
^brasher \ M \ n -s Vbrush + -er] 1 : a worker who cuts and 

burns small trees and brush 2 : limber 3 : white bisk op 
brushes pi oj brush, pres 3d sing oj brush 
brush lire n Vbrush] I a fire involving scrub trees, brush, or 

other growth that is heavier than grass but not of full tree size 
brUSh-fire \'*,A adj [brush jire] oj warjare : limited in scale 

or in area (a mobile striking force, always on the ready, to 

fight brush-jire wars — Newsweek) 
brush harrow n Vbrush] : a crude light harrow made of short 

tough tree branches (as hawthorn) fastened to one side of a 

pole and used chiefly to cover seeds 
brush hook n V brush] : bush hook 
brushier comparative oj brushy 
brushiest superlative oj brushy 
brushing n -s [fr. gerund of *brush] : a finishing process for 

fabrics usu. used to produce a thick nap 
brushings n pi [fr. gerund of *brush] : material removed and 

collected by brushing 
brush-ite \'bra,shlt\ n -s [George J. Brush tl912 Am 

mineralogist + E -ite] l a nearly colorless mineral CaHP0 4 - 
2H 2 0 consisting of calcium hydrogen phosphate in slender 

crystals or massive 
brash kangaroo n [' brush] : a large wallaby 
brushland V*,*\ n [' brush +. land] : an area characterized by 

scrub growth 

brush. less VbrashUsV adj Vbrush + -less] 1 : lacking a 
brush 2 : designed for use without a brush (~ shaving cream) 
'brush. man \-man\ n, pi brushmen Vbrush + man] 1 : one 
who uses a brush esp. as a vocation: as a : a worker who 
assists in cleaning the outside of a building by brushing a pre- 
viously scoured surface with a chemical cleaner b : one who 
applies coats of finish with a brush c : a worker who roughens 
new concrete pavement with a stiff brush — called also broom 
man 2 : a painter esp. skilled in brushwork 
ibrashman \"\ n, pi brushmen Vbrush + man] : one who 

cuts and burns brush 
brush mouse n Vbrush] : a common white-footed mouse 

(Peromyscus boy Hi) of the western U.S. 
brush-off Y*,»\ n -s [brush off, v.] 1 : a quietly curt or 
disdainful dismissal (she gave him the brush-ojj) 2 
offensive maneuver used by basketball and lacrosse players to 
get rid of an opponent by running him into a teammate 
brush ore n Vbrush] : an iron ore in stalactitic forms re 

sembling a brush 
brushout \XA n -s [brush out, v.] : a sample application of 

paint usu. for testing 
brash-pen \X*\ « Vbrush] I a pen with a fibrous point 
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brush-treat \XA « : to apply preservatives to with a h^L 

(brush-treat the floorboards) -t^^St * 

brush turkey n Vbrush] : megapode; esp : a large meto*^ ' 

(Alectura lathami) of the wooded regions of eastern Auik?^ ■ 
brush turpentine n Vbrush] : either of two Austrauajv,? 1 ^ 
(Rhodamia trinerva and Syncarpia leptopetala) of the f^SF- 
Myrtaceae used as a source of timber -c *?«?yf 

brush up vt 1 : to polish up or improve by eliminating iwK: 
imperfections (spent their off time in brushing up -theirS 
2 : to refresh one's memory of : renew one's skill in or faJSSf 
edge of (brush up your Shakespeare) {brushed up hiani^ 
technique) ~ W : to refresh one's memory : renew one'ESS 
or knowledge — used with on (brushing up on his golf) <jJSp 
ing up on their understanding of the accepted maritimft^' 
— F.L.Paxson) (brush up on the significant dates IjeforeOS 
history exam) . • 

brushup V*,*\ n -s [brush up] la: review or pracuce^-; 
the intent of refreshing the memory or polishing up a skflKA^ 
orchestra needed a good deal of ~ before the perforina^ ' 
(a special ~ course) (a little instructive ~ on English his^t 
— Mollie Panter-Downes) b : a period of such review ora^ 
tice (the play had a two-week ~ before opening in New \K 
2 : a fixing up of something that has begun to show signal* 
age or wear or that shows slight imperfections (the paiSS 
. . . had been doing some ~ work in the halls — E.DJl]S 
brush Wheel n Vbrush] 1 : a wheel used formerly to aSt 
another wheel by the friction of bristles fixed in the buten*?.- 
2 : a circular revolving brush used for polishing — . tj 1 ^ . 
brush WOlf n Vbrush] l COYOTE . ' 

brushwood Y*,A n Vbrush + wood] 1 : the wood of aiwt 
branches esp. when cut or broken 2 : a thicket compose^g 
shrubs and small trees v 
brushwork Y*,A n Vbrush + work] 1 : work done:wjtn'.& 
brush (as in painting) 2 : the distinctive and characteriSst- 
use of the tools and equipment of an art (as of a brush ' 

Sainter or words by a writer) : technique ' 
rushy Ybrashe, -shi\ adj -er/-est Vbrush + -y] : resembling 



a brush; also : shaggy, rough ^ 
abrushy \ M \ adj -er/-est Vbrush -f -y] : covered whb>W 
abounding in brush or brushwood ^ . ■ 

brusque also brask Ybrask sometimes -rusk or -rU-\ 
-ER/-EST [F brusque, fr. It brusco, fr. ML bruscus butcheVfe 
broom, perh. blend of L ruscus butcher's-broom and LL bntaa 
heather — more at brier] : markedly short and abrupt r feafl* 
ing to be brisk, sharp, and often somewhat harsh or lackfctt. 
gentleness syn see bluff " t 

brusque. ly also brusk-ly adv : in a brusque manner r-tsc 
brusque ^ness n -es I the quality or state of being brusqued ••■■> 
brus*que-rie Mbraskajre sometimes \brds- or ;brtls-V n.*|^ 
fr. brusque + -erie -cry ] : the quality or state of being brusqes . 
brus«sels YbrasolzV adj, usu cap [fr. Brussels, Belgium] 
or from Brussels, the capital of Belgium : of the kind or ^ 
prevalent in Brussels * j? 

brussels brown n, ojten cap 1st B : new bronze :y>< 
brussels carpet n, usu cap B 1 : a carpet made of varioasly 
colored worsted yarns first fixed in a foundation web of rtrot& - 
linen thread and then drawn up in loops to form the patfem- 

— called also body Brussels; see wilton 2 : an inexpensitt 
substitute for Brussels carpet that is made of a single-colof^l - 
yarn varied in color by dyeing at intervals or of undyed^yaar* 
with a printed pattern — called also tapestry Brussels -"4 

brussels classification n, usu cap B : universal decimal . 

CLASSIFICATION * 0 

brussels griffon n, usu cap B & sometimes cap G Z a shaggy. 

reddish brown wire-haired griffon (sense I) 
brusselS lace n, usu cap B I : any of various fine needlepoint^ 

or bobbin laces with floral designs made orig. in or jaear 

Brussels 2 : a machine-made net of hexagonal mesh ^ 
brussels sprout n, ojten cap B 1 : any of the edible smallgfeea 

heads resembling diminutive cabbages ^i? 

and borne in the lower axils of the 

stem of a plant (Brassica oleracea gem- 

mijera) closely related to the cabbage 

and cauliflower 2 : the plant that bears 

Brussels sprouts — usu. used in pi. 
trust Ybrust, -rast\ dial Brit var oj 

i BURST 

brus*tle Ybrasal, -rus-\ dial varoj bristle 

ibrut \'brUt\ n -s cap [ MW,.fr. MF Brut, 
legendary settler of Britain, fr. ML 
Brutus] : any of several medieval chron- 
icles of Britain tracing the history and 
legend of the country from the exploits of 
mythical Brutus, descendant of Aeneas 

*brut \'bru*t\ adj[F, lit., rough — more 
at brute] oj champagne : very dry : usu. 
containing less than 1.5 percent sugar 
by volume : drier than extra sec ; 

ibru.ta YbrUdo\ n pi, cap [NL, fr L, neut. pi of brM 
heavy — more at brute] in former classijications . an orqa 
of mammals comprising the edentates, elephants. ; iwb, 
walruses " i *■ 

ibrata \"\ [NL, fr. L] syn oj edentata - ^ 

bru*tage \brU'tazh. brCetazhN n -s [F, fr. brut rough + 

— more at brute] : bruting #; mtf- 
bru-tal YbrUd.n, -Ut 3 l\ adj, sometimes -ER/-EST [ME 

or ML; MF, fr. ML brutalls, fr. brutus brute, animal + LjW; 
-al — more at brute] 1 archaic I of, belonging to, ofWgJJ^ 
of beasts or animals as distinguished from man : animal ow*- 
Serpent ... to me so friendly grown above the rest of 
—John Milton) 2 : befitting or resembling a brute: as a-«g; 
ming from or based on crude animal instincts : grossly rojgj^ 
(a — attack) b : devoid of mercy or compassion : ^S^' 
cold-blooded (blunt and occasionally ~, but . . . 
gling and peevish —Cleanth Brooks) c : harsh sewg 
: unpleasant to a degree that is nearly "nbearable^^notng, 
summer of ~ heat) (two ~ winters m a row) d r unple asaD^, 
accurate and incisive : undeniable but harsh (the ~ j 
(the ~ facts must be faced and action taken) 
syn brutish, bestial, feral, beastly, brute: br^s^. 
sensuality, coarse cruelty, or crude grossness. always J""^- 
the alleviation of normal human moderation, ret,ce vJAt L'ali 
pathy, mercy, or consideration of others (Constance 
rather a beauty— a nice girl with an engaging air; ye 5^ 
her little brother's throat in a thoroughly brutal manner ■ *» > . 
Wright) (brutal Ode and St. Dunstan force their 'Jj&Eft?. 
into the quiet room, and hurl coarse insults at the sweeLw 
queen —J.K.Jerome) 
completely unchecked 




Brussels sprouts 



into the quiet room, and hurl coarse insults at tne s^-^mf ; 
queen —J.K.Jerome) brutish stresses either gross "ggSk 
completely unchecked or utter animal stupidity u""'}^^ 
by even faint human intelligence (in the mines and Jf£2od 
an indiscriminate sexual intercourse of the most orutisn ^. 
was the only relief from the tedium and drudgery 01 
—Lewis Mumford) (it requires wisdom to liberate oU jfEgT 
from natural brutish stupidity and enslaving passions 
Cohen) bestial usu. indicates either a complete lack 01 
intelligence and refinement or an utter lustful depravnTA^ 
were much impressed with the size and bestial ferocity g« 
niggers whom they had now learned to call r JJi Her :a 
-kudyard Kipling) (he is .a thief, a murderer, a p d ^ l ff \lf 
bestial, lecherous dog -Rafael Sabatini) «ral stress^ ^ 
fury and ferocity like a wild beast's (her wrath, savage^ 
jeral, utterly possessed her She was like a wild anujfj ^ 
nered and conscious of defeat -W.H. Wright) Bi^rLj^ ^ 
imply beastlike indelicacy, cruelty or sensuality (some^ wo : ^. y 
rna rse and low and vulaar. some beastly creature in wno^ 1_ 



jceous] I of or relating to the genus Columellia or the 

ftel°.u3orm C ^>-;mel5J6rm\ adj [NL columella + E 

• like a columella 
KSnVkabm, sometimes -lyam\ n -s [ME columne, fr. 
cSmne, fr. L columna, fr. columen top, sum- 
?.2&to L co/Z/s hill — more at hill] I a : a fE&x 
^^arrangement of items printed or written 
nage or otherwise inscribed : a vertical list 
Aih students' names in ~s) (adding a ~ of 
r«s> h I one of two or more vertical sections 
^Tonnted page or table that are separated by a 
iJor blank space C : an accumulation arranged 



Edlfllly : stack d : a special department or 
hire fas of humor, sports, literary reviewing, or 
fa a newspaper or periodical under a per- 
Srnt title and generally reflecting the writer's 
Sual tastes and point of view e : a list of 

l 011 " -i .„»«<» favnrinp nr nnnrnvmc somethinc 



showing, favoring, or approving something 
Soring tne state into ^ Republican ~) f : a 
ydcaTarray of positions in a punched card used 
business machine 2 : a supporting pillar: 
a • a pillar consisting of a shaft, a capital, and 
fc_i « base, the shaft being of circular section ex- 
nt as it is fluted or channeled b : one of a build- coi- 
n's vertical supporting members made of steel, umn 2a 
It iron reinforced concrete, timber, or stone and showing 
£n extending from the foundation through several / base, 
iors which it supports, to the roof C : a hollow 2 shaft, 
El cylinder with a jackscrew base usu. set up 3 capital 
^ the floor and roof of mining workings to 



rvc as a mounting for rock drills, light hoists, and other 
niioment 3 : a form, structure, or formation shaped like a 
flunra- as a : an upright mass : a somewhat cylindrical 
£iaht body <the springs occasionally spouted ~s of water 
Hnto the air —Amer. Guide Series: Mich.) (the metal ~ of 
. water spout) <a ~ of smoke from the burning ship); 
Zrif • a cylindrical dripstone formation made by union of 
Kactite and stalagmite b : a tower or other cylindrical 
Mutruction c : a mass of air conceived of as columnar in 
Eoe but not necessarily vertical <a ~ of air sweeping through 
% tunnel) d : a vertical tube or tower through which gases 
• vapors are passed to purify them; esp i one used in connec- 
)D with distillation equipment for effecting a fractionation 
' the vapors (as by the use of plates with bubble caps or of 
icking) 4 a : a military, naval, or aeronautic formation in 
hich elements (as soldiers, vehicles, ships, or planes) proceed 
ae after another — contrasted with line b : an arrangement 
1 elements moving or placed one after another : an active 
fbop likened to such a column <a ~ of strikers picketing the 
AD / a of cars crossing the bridge) — see fifth column 
a : the united monadelphous stamens in mallows b : the 
aited androeciura and gynoecium in orchids C : prop, 
jpport d : a decorative element made to resemble a pillar 
'cabinet with ~s running up the length of each corner) 
any of various bodily parts or structures likened to a 
rfumn or pillar: as a : the body of an actinian as distinguished 
oin the base and disk b : the stalk of a crinoid c : a 
ihgitudinal subdivision of the spinal cord: as (1) : any of 
ie principal longitudinal bundles of nerve fibers disposed 
j.the anterior, the lateral, and the posterior divisions of 
hite matter on each side and separated by the median fissures 
ad spinal nerve roots — called also juniculus (2) : any of a 
amber of smaller bundles of spinal nerve fibers : fasciculus 
he ~ of Burdach) (3) : any of the confluent longitudinal 
jasses of nerve cells constituting the gray matter of each side 
- called also gray column, gray horn; see dorsal column, 
meral column, ventral column 7 : one of the vertical 
hes of a determinant or matrix in mathematics 8 : the 
ertical or chronologic succession of geologic formations in a 
jgion' 

■uxra-na \ka'bmna\ n, pi co-lum-nae \-,ne, -nl\ also 
Olnmnas [L] : an anatomical structure that suggests a 
ohimn in form — usu. used in combination 
Mnm-nal Xks'bmnslX adj {column + ~al] : columnar 
Mmnnal \ M \ n -s : a columnar part or structure: specif i one 
f the vertical segments that make up the stem of a crinoid 
•lum.nar \ka'lamn3(r)\ adj [LL columnaris, fr. L columna 
pluran -f -arts -ar] 1 : formed in columns : having the form 
f a column : like the shaft of a column <~ forms) 2 : of, 
slating to, or characterized by columns <~ construction): 
S' a cryptology : in columns : vertical (~ writing) b : by 
olumos (~ transposition) 3 : of, derived from, or appearing 
|a newspaper column <a popular ~ character) 
IjUnnar epithelium n : epithelium consisting of or having 
m superficial layer composed of tall narrow somewhat 
ylindncal or prismatic cells and occurring in man chiefly 
a the digestive tract from the esophageal end of the stomach 

0 the anus and in various glands and in parts of the kidneys 
j compare squamous epithelium 

>l>Um<nar»ia \,kabm , na(a)rea\ n, cap [NL, fr. L columna 
plumn + NL -aria"] : a genus of Silurian and Devonian com- 
| oand tetracorals with small prismatic septate coraltites 
wnninaris disease also col*ujn»na«ris \,kalam l na(a)rds\ n 
Q [NL columnaris, specific epithet of Chondrococcus colum- 
*rb t species causing the disease, fr. LL, columnar] : a highly 
Otal disease of fingefling trout and salmon esp. when concen- 
rated in hatchery ponds that is caused by a myxobacterium 
ynondrococcus columnaris) 

lum.nar .ized Xka'bmna.rlzdX adj [columnar +• -tie + -ed] 
.arranged in columns 

£J5? ,M ar«ly adv : by means of a columnar transposition 
gjjaai root n : prop root 

£™Uiar structure n 1 : the structure of a mineral aggregate 
J« « made up of nearly parallel slender columns and that is 
gwrmediate between an equant and acicular structure (as 
J_some amphiboles) 2 : a geologic structure common in 
J*ajts and other lavas that is characterized by the division 
£ we rock into more or less regular often vertical prisms or 
wtuinns which ordinarily have six but may have from three 
JJJ^nt sides and which may be nearly vertical or nearly 
Rental 

J2r5 n P transposition n : encipherment in which letters of 
"8 alphabet or of a message first written normally in the cells 

1 a rectangle are copied out of it by reading down the columns 
JSP L a Rreed or keyed sequence to form a mixed alphabet or a 
ifiSjwt of the message — compare route transposition 
5te52 bone n : 2 EP ,pterygoid 

BjE^a Chart n : a chart representing comparative periods of 
^"ation or the comparative size, length, value, or endurance 
jQlJ^oup of things by means of juxtaposed proportional 

JSpj'nea \k3'bmnea\ n [NL, after Fabio Colonna (Latin- 
JOni^i Colu »™o) fab 1640 It. scholar] 1 cap : a genus of 
Gexn American evergreen herbs or subshrubs (family 
btwT^ceae) that are often creeping or climbing, have thick 
IjJ^site hairy leaves frequently unequal and somewhat 
Starlit n proau ce axillary solitary or clustered yellow to 
n«i Howers, and include several forms cultivated for their 
toluB? and or namental foliage 2 -s : any plant of the genus 

r 

t: 



IsaSS?^ \'ka!amd\ adj I having columns <a ^ portico) 
tninw\ m ™ form of or resembling a column (trees with ~ 
' • made up of columnar elements <the ~ foreshore) 
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various forms of columniation: 1 prostyle and apteral; 
2 amphiprostyle, amphistylar, and apteral; 3 monopteral; 
4 and 5 peripteral; 6 pseudoperipteral; 7 dipteral; 8 
pseudodipteral; 9 in antis 

by E intercotumniatlon) of L columnatlo'n-, columnatlo, fr. 
columna + -atlon-, -atio -ation] : the employment or the ar- 
rangement of columns esp. free columns in a structure — 

See AMPHISTYLAR, APTERAL, DIPTERAL, DISTYLE, INTER CO- 
LUMNIATION, MONOPTERAL, PERISTYLAR, PROSTYLE 

co4um.ni.fonn Xko'bmnd.fdrnA adj [ L columni- (fr. columna) 
+ E -jorm] : marked by column form : columnar 

column inch n : a unit of measure for printed matter one 
column wide and one inch deep 

C0l*um*niSt VkabmnSst, -bmdst sometimes 4- -lyam-\ n -s 

: one that writes a newspaper column or conducts a radio 

or television program resembling such a column in its material 

and style <a newspaper ~> <a radio ~) 
column Of her* tin \berta n \ usu cap B [after Exupere- Joseph 

Bertin tl781 Fr. anatomist] : any of the masses of cortical 

tissue extending between the sides of the Malpigbian pyramids 

of the kidney as far as the pelvis 
column of lis«sau*er Yli,sao3(r)\ cap L [after Heinrich 

Lissauer tl 891 Ger. neurologist] ; lissauer's tract 
column of the fornix : either of the anterior pillars of the fornix 
column Of tiirck \tiErk\ usu cap T [trans, of G TUrcksche 

Saule, after Ludwig Turck tl868 Austrian physician] : the 

direct pyramidal tract in the spinal cord 
column rule n : a rule usu. of exact column length used between 

columns of a page or table 
columns pi oj column 

column still n : a still equipped with a column (sense 3d) 
C0*lure \ka'lu(3)r, 'ko,l-\ n -s [LL coluri, pi., fr. Gk kolouroi 
colures, pi. of kolouros stump-tailed, fr. koU (fr. kolos docked) 
+ -ouros -urous; fr. the fact that in temperate latitudes a part 
is always below the horizon — more at halt] : a great circle 
on the celestial sphere passing through the poles and the 
equinoxes or the solstices 

C0'lU*Site \k3'lU,sIt\ n -s iColusa, mining claim near Butte, 
Montana + E -ite] : a mineral consisting of a sulfide of copper 
and arsenic, tin, vanadium, iron, tellurium Cu 3 (As,Sn,V,Fe,- 
Te)S4 occurring in tetrahedral crystals of bronze color 

C0<lu»tea \ka'lUd.e3\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk koloutea, kololtia, 
a kind of tree or shrub (perh. a species of Cytisus)} : a small 
genus of Eurasian shrubs (family Leguminosae) with yellow 
flowers and a bladdery inflated fruit pod — see bladder 

SENNA 

col-ville \*kalvil\ n, pi colville or colvilles usu cap [fr. Fort 
Colville, old trading post near Kettle Falls, Wash.] 1 a : a 
Salishan people of the Colville and Columbia river valleys, 
Washington b : a member of such people 2 : a dialect of 
Okanagon, a Salishan language 

colwort obs var of colewort 

CO.ly \'kote\ n -es [NL colius, prob. fr. Gk kolios green 
woodpecker] : any of a small group of fruit-eating African 
birds with long tails and soft somewhat hairy grayish brown 
plumage comprising the genus Colius (family Coliidae) and 
ranking as a distinct order (Coliiformes) — called also 
mousebird 

colyha var of collyba 

C0.lym.bi.dae \k3'limb3,de\ n pi, cap [NL, fr. Cotymbus, 
type genus + -idae] : a family (coextensive with the order 
Colymbiformes) of aquatic birds that comprise the grebes 
and are closely related to the loons 

co.lym.bi.form Xka'limbi.fOrmX adj [NL Colymbiformes] 
: of, relating to, or like the Colymbiformes 

co<lym.bi.for*mes V.^'far.mezX n pi cap [NL, fr. Colymbus 
+ -iformcs} : a small cosmopolitan order of strong-flying 
water birds comprising the grebes that are distinguished from 
the related loons by their generally smaller size and their lack 
of webbed feet 

co.lym.bus \ks'limbas\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk kolymbos, a 

kind of bird (prob. a grebe) — more at columbine] : the type 

genus of the family Colymbidae 
CO.ly MC \ka*lid.ik\ adj [Gk kolytikos hindering, preventive, 

fr. kolyein to hinder] 1 : inhibitory 2 : antiseptic 
col.yum \'kalyam\ n -s [by alter.] : column Id — COl-yum- 

ist Vmist\ n -s 

COl-za X'kalza, 'kol-\ n -s [F, fr. D koolzaad, fr. MD coolsaet, 
fr. coole cabbage + saet seed; akin to OHG cholo cabbage 
and to OE sxd seed — more at cole, seed] 1 : any of several 
coles: as a : *rape 2 b : any of several Asiatic coles resem- 
bling rape and producing seed that is used esp. in India as a 
source of oil 2 I'rapeseed esp. when used as a source of rape 
oil 

colza oil n : rape oil esp. of a refined grade 
Com \'kam\ n -S [by shortening] slang Austral : communist 
Com- or COl- or con- or COT- \in words having the stress pattern 
seen in "complain", "collect", "congratulation", "correct" 
a rather than a is sometimes the vowel in these prefixes, and rj 
rather than n is esp in Brit speech sometimes the second con- 
sonant in con- words before a syllable beginning with a g or k 
sound, as in "congratulate", "conclude"; the a and rj variants 
have usu not been shown at individual entries\ prefix {com- fr. 
ME, fr. OF, fr. L; col- fr. ME, fr. L, fr. com-; con- fr. ME, 
fr. OE (in consolde consound), fr. OF, fr. L, fr. com-; cor- fr. 
ME, fr. MF, fr. L, fr. com--- more at CO-] : with : together 
: jointly — usu. com- before b <comburgess) and p < com- 

E anion) or m (commingle), col- before / <co/lingual), cor- 
efore r (correlation) and con- before other sounds (coney* 
die) 

] com abbr 1 comedy; comic 2 comma 

2 com or coRim abbr 1 command; commandant; commander; 
commanding 2 commemorative 3 commentary 4 commerce; 
commercial 6 commissary 6 commission; commissioned; 
commissioner 7 committee 8 commodore # 9 common; 
commoner 10 commonwealth 11 communication 12 com- 
munist 13 community 

ico.ma VkomsX n -s [NL, fr. Gk koma deep sleep; perh. 
akin to Mir cuma sorrow, Gk kamnein to work, be weary, 
Skt £amati he works] 1 : a state of profound unconsciousness 
caused by disease (as diabetes or uremia), injury, or poison 
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-C0»ma \- kama\ n comb form [NL, fr. Gk kome hair] : haired 
one — in generic names (Abrocoma, Pycnocoma) 

co.ma.cine \*koma^hen, -,sen\ n -s [It comacmo, ft. ML 
comacinus, commacinus, fr. LL comacenus, adj., of Como, 
irreg. fr. L Comum Como, city in Italy] : an early medieval 
Italian mason; esp : a member of a guild of medieval Italian 
masons supposedly persistent from classical times 

coma cine masters n pi, usu cap C : the Lombard master 
builders of the middle ages who influenced architecture of 
the period 

co*magmatic Vko+\ adf [co- + magmatlc] of igneous rocks 
: having mineral or chemical peculiarities indicative of a 
closely similar magmatic source; also : indicating a region, 
district, or province in which such rocks occur m _ 

co.maKer \(*)ko+\ n -s [co- + maker] : one that participates 
in the preparation or formulation of something (as a treaty); 
specif : a person who formally accepts responsibility for the 
payment of a loan made to another if the latter fails to pay 

ico.mal VkomslV adj l*coma + -al] bot : having or being a 
coma (a ~ tuft) 

2co*mal \ko'mai\ n, pi comals \-lz\ or coma.les \-(,)l2s\ 
[AmerSp, fr. Nahuatl comalli] 1 : a flat slab of sandstone 
used as a griddle 2 : a griddle of earthenware or metal 

coman usu cap, var of cuman 

ico«man«che \k3'ma(a)nche\ «, pi coman che or comancnes 
usu cap [Sp, of Shoshonean origin; perh. akin to Hopi 
komdnci scalp lock, fr. kdpa top of the head 4- mdnfi tied lock of 
hair] 1 a : a Shoshonean people orig. in Wyoming and later 
ranging from Wyoming and Nebraska south into New Mexico 
and northwestern Texas b : a member of such people 2 : the 
language of the Comanche people 

2comanche \"\ adj or n, usu cap [fr. Comanche, town and 
county in Texas, locality of its type station] : comanchean 

ico.man.che.an \-chean\ adj, usu cap [Comanche, Tex. + 
E -an] 1 : of or relating to a period of the Mesozoic be- 
tween the Jurassic and the Upper Cretaceous during which the 
great expansion of reptiles was the most striking feature of 
animal life and the appearance and spread of angiosperms 
the most notable fact connected with plant life 2 : of, or re- 
lating to the system of rocks deposited during the Comanchean 
period <~ fossils) — see geologic time table 

2 comanchean \"\ it -s usu cap : the Comanchean period or 
system _ 

CO.man.Che.ro \ka l ma(a)n ( che(,)r5, ►ko.A n -s often cap 
[ MexSp, fr. Sp comanche + -ero -er] : a trader with the Indians 
of the southwest during the unsettled period of the 19th 
century _ 

co. man-dan. cia \,k8m3n'danch(e)3; koman danthya or 
-dansya\ n -s [Sp, fr. comandante] : a province or district 
under military control; also i the headquarters of the com- 
mander of such a district 

CO*man*dan>te V.kamsn'dante, koman'danta\ n -s [Sp, fr. 
(assumed) VL commandant-, commandans, pres. part, of 
(assumed) VL commandare — more at command] : com- 
mandant . 

co.man.dra Xka^andraX n, cap [NL, fx. L coma hair + NL 
-andra; fr. the hairy calyx lobes that are attached to the 
anthers — more at coma] : a small genus of chiefly No. 
American herbs (family Santalaceae) that are usu. partial 
parasites attaching to other plants by underground holdfasts 
and that have creeping stems, whitish flowers in terminal 
clusters, and a dry nut as fruit 

co.man.ic acid XOkolmanikA n [ISV, alter, of comenic 
acid] : a crystalline acid CsHj0 2 COOH obtained by partial 
decarboxylation of chelidonic acid; l,4-pyrone-2-carboxyhc 
acid 

co-ma.ni.to \Jcom3'ned.(,)o\ n, pi comanito or comanitos 
usu cap [Sp] 1 : a Taracahitian people of Sinaloa, Mexico 
2 : a member of the Comanito people 

CO.mar.ca \ko*marka\ n -s [Sp, fr. ML commarca boundary, 
confines, fr. com- + marca boundary, border territory, of 
Grac origin; akin to OHG marca border, border region — 
more at mark] : a territorial subdivision (as a district or cir- 
cuit) of a state — used chiefly of administrative units of certain 
Latin-American nations 

co.mart \ko'mart\ n [prob. misprint of coVnant] l covenant 
— used in the 1605 quarto of Shakespeare's Hamlet I. i. 93, 
but in later versions often considered a misprint and emended 
to covenant or compact 

comas pi of coma 

iC0*mate \(')ko+\ n [co- + mate] I companion 

2 co. mate \'ko,mat\ adj [L comatus. fr. coma hair + -atus 

-ate — more at coma] : covered with hair or filaments : hadxy, 

shaggy 

comat-ic \(')koJmad.ik\ adf [irreg. (influence of comatose) 
fr. --coma (blur) + -ic] of an optical image i blurred as a 
result of coma 

co -maltose Vkoma.tos, 'kam-\ ciso co-ma.tous \-m3|d»as, 
-Us\ adj [F comateux, fr. Gk komat-, kdma deep sleep + F 
-eux -ose, -ous — more at coma] 1 : relating to, resembling, 
or affected with coma <~ breathing) <a ~ state) <~ patients) 
2 : lethargic, torpid, drowsy (stout old men ~ on the 
sunny porch) : dull and inactive (the market has been ~ for 
several days) (Broadway was theatrically ~ that summer) 
syn see lethargic . , _ 

co.mat.u.la Xko'machabX n, pi comatulae \-,le\ [NL, 
former generic name (now Antedon), fern, of LL comatulus 
having hair neatly curled, fr. L comatus hairy] : comatulid 

co.mat.tt.lid \-l*d\ n -s [NL Comatulidae, former family 
name (now Antcdonidae), fr. Comatula, type genus + -idae] 
: a free-swimming stalkless crinoid — called also feather sta 

coma Vigil n Vcoma] : a state of coma in which the patient 
lies unconscious but with the eyes open 

icomb \'kom\ n, pi combs \-mz\ [ME, fr. OE camb; akin 




combs 2: 1 single, 2 pea, 3 rose, 4 V-shaped, 
5 strawberry 

to OHG kamb y ON kambr comb, Gk gomphos tooth, peg, 
Skt jambha molar, fang] 1 a : an inurnment consisting of 
a thin strip fa * ^ rustic. metaVor b6ne> with » rnw nflffth 
on one or%o th edges or sides that li use d lor admstinc. clean- 
ing , o r C f J HHnlrig th e hall 1 oTlor^flofflmeni b : any of several 
toothed tdevifflBS flsed in handling or ordering textile fibers: 
(1) : a toothed instrument for separating/ ordering, and 



Cow R>- I 



comb 

cleansing fibers (as of wool, flax, or hair); also : the machine 
of which it is the basic part (2) : the serrated vibratory device 
used to strip fiber from the doffer of a carding machine 
(3) : a reed of a loom and esp. of a hand loom c : a toothed 
instrument for currying hairy animals or cleansing and smooth- 
ing their coats : currycomb d : the collector of an electro- 
static machine e (1) : a toothed instrument used to form pat- 
terns on a painted surface that typically resemble grained 
wood or marbled paper (2) : a pattern so formed I : a too! 
having teeth similar to those on a saw and used in finishing 
stone 2 : the fleshy crest or caruncle on the head of the 
domestic fowl and certain other gallinaceous birds usu. best 
developed in the male — see pea comb, rose comb, single 
comb, strawberry comb 3 : something resembling or sug- 
gesting the comb of a cock: as a : the crest of a helmet; esp 
. the upright blade on a morion b dial : the crest or ridge 
of a mountain or hill c : the ridge of a roof d : a ridge or 
crest of hair e : the upper edge of the buttstock of a shoulder 
firearm against which the firer's cheek rests during firine 
f : the curling crest of a wave g : a hook on which bacon 
slabs are hung for smoking 4 : a structure resembling a comb 
(sense la); as a : the pecten of a scorpion b : the pecten of 
a bird s eye C : one of the ciliated swimming plates of a 
ctenophore d : strigil 2 e : ctenidium 2 5a: honey- 
comb- also : one of the somewhat similar masses of cells 
built by social wasps b : an aggregate of crystals resembling 
a honeycomb that have grown outward from the walls of a 
j2 h ° [S? w ? *°.h£ V*"" c ,ose,y set points or ends project 
SSSSA N v t ?^ bed V md > comb ed \"\ combing \-m rj\ 
combs \-mz\ [ME comben, fr. comb, n.] v/ 1 : to draw 1 comb 
through : disentangle with or as if with a comb: a : to lav 
straight : dress, arrange .<~ one's hair) b : to cleanse, 
disentangle and collect together (animal or vegetable fibers) 
by the use of a comb preparatory to spinning so that only the 
longer fibers are collected, the short staple being combed away 
compare 'card 1 C : to dress or finish (stone) with a comb 
2 : thrash, beat 3a: rake <~ the grass) b : to afflict or as- 
sault as if by raking: as (I) : to pass over with violent force 
<the city was ~ed by ram and high winds) (2 ) : flatten, erode 
(huge waves down the du nes> ( 3 ) : to s hell systematically 
<~m* the enemy s position with our guns) 4 a : to remove 
or eliminate with or as if with a comb <~ out snarls) <~ 
out head lice) <~ subversives out of the organization) 

,Y ™ W J th - ° r u. as If Wlth a c ? mb in order to remove any- 
thing undesirable — usu. used with out <~ out a staff in 
search of dishonest persons) b : separate, sort <~mg "out 

Sf«£fp«f n8 i e 7 ght elementS> <~ - arn, y recruils from in- 
?u*l * It 6 a - to search 9 r examine systematically and 
th!l»2f h i y ?7 ,K JE 8 °u r 'Snoring no part or detail <~ all 
the evidence) <~ the whole trial record for reasons for appeal) 
<~ the woodland for traces of the lost children) (police 5££ 

"7 f °' . k,,le l > h A to seek out and coile ^ from - used 
esp. of one that gathers flotsam cast up by the sea (added to 
his income by ~Tng the little beach beyond the point) 6 : to 

In^J^Ji L m H I V ,er ° f \ COmb <~ in * his fin eers through his 
long red beard) ~ w 1 0 J a wave or its crest : to roll over 

wave syn JeTEK MO "° W ° r C ° me ° Ver Uke 3 combing 
'comb \'kUm, 'kom\ var oj combe 

comb abbr 1 combination; combined; combining 2 combus- 
C0m.bas.SOU also Com-ba-SOU \k 3 m'ba(,)sU\ n -s [native 

rS« n S U / t 5r ern ¥ TXC V 1 3 Sma - n soutnern African' seed! 
" in m g J ,nc k 5 {Hypochera junerea) with white bill and red feet, 
the male bluish black and the female brownish, that is often 
kept as a cage or aviary bird 

f «?^™i >. k £ m .' bat * ? a /Pj bat sometimes 'kam.bat or kUm'bat 
««ih m # b °i ; Bnt USU &VS sometimes 'kUmbst; usu -d- + V\ vb 
combated or combatted; combated or combatted; com- 
?,? tm ^ xn comb , attu lg: combats [MF combattre, fr. (as- 
?nT£»). L c ° mba " ere * fr. L com- + -battere (fr. battuere 

SJSS ^K * at UA \ ] V , 1 1 JUGGLE, CONTEND. FIGHT <~ 

I nrrf r vrrt n\ Jr Cne . my> i" 31 .' 0 ™ ~ to make one submit — 
Lord Byron) (fiercely ~erf with death —Amy Lowell) ~ vf 
1 . to fight with : battle 2 : to struggle against or oppose 

-Ed£h SirStn?" 1 <th ^ e W3S n ° body to ~ that royal will 
bdith Sitwell) • work against : strive to reduce or eliminate 

47m m Zl7["l\? n and diseas - e> <~ infl ^ion> syn see -co^lsr 
?^ ba K > kam ! ba J t 1 sometimes 'kams Brit usu & US somY- 
1 ?! «sS? : " SU * d> + VX n " S ° jten attrib fMF < fr combattre v\ 
Jfurift £ h ~ C 2f nn?f Cr ',? r f° nt v eSt between individuals or groups 
(furious ~ of antlered stags) : duel; specif : an engagement 

^n e n en h^J te ^ ln8 armed forces «P. when' of leSr'eS 

™ a J ba de rtcf 2 ' CONFLICT, STRUGGLE, CONTROVERSY (two 

years of almost continuous parliamentary F L Paxson> 

(such strenuous ~j as the humanist-naturalist or the aesthetic- 
sociological controversies -F.B.Millett) 3 : actual fighting 
a n » of m ' llt ? r y forces as distinguished from othef miS? 
tary duties or periods of active service without fiehtinc 
: action syn see 2contest "gnung 

SSahSK \t? { m 'f at ' nt ' - ad : 3nt sometimes 'kUm.ba-; Brit 
S«« ■kwS\ kamb3 r t L n i 0r -*»d-Mtor -bafnt, Brit some- 
times kamba-X n -s [MF combattant, fr. combattant, adj ] 
. one that engages in combat J 1 

2combatant \"\ qdj [MF combattant, fr. pres. part, of com- 
S?2T?« S COntend ' n 8 or disposed to contend: as a : taking 
E i ^ r J? r ^ par . ed to . ta . ke P art in acliv e fighting (a - officer) 
5 t £i? °T' bat,t ? nt N X h I ra J drv ' ram P an » facing each 
(two lions Zy° mbat ~ USed of re P rcs "tations of two animals 

•Xffiittjss? Ieather boot esp - wkh a wide 

C S?^ C ?™ m ^ d " ; a mai ^ r lactical unit wit" 1 " an armored 
£n?««^. n 2 ,I - n t 0f 3 h t adquarters and headquarters com. 
Wn^uldiSS^^ ° f aUaChCd UnkS ( " ° f arm ° r « 

combat fatigue also combat exhaustion n : a traumatic 
psychoneurotic reaction (as of the anxiety type) or an IS te 
Psychotic reaction occurring during wartime cbmbat o? unde? 

^ 0 d ;s™L s r ss similar to that ° f combat - 

combat Ultelligence n : military intelligence for use in a 
to°?h b e^^ ^ * tt neJ or gS&i 

Wi^is afift Tdj t d ^ 

fee beluoer^ 1 : marked by be,li s crence ' pugnacious syn 
C ^mi!r e ^ ^ — not coincide 

T5S!Stty X ** ^ 1 in 3 COmbative ma nner 

C h m n*o at " iV S'? eSS N_ivnis » -* v '\ " " K : ( he state or quality of 
being combative : pugnacity, belligerence (admiaing iha 
2h.Vh " ature . w,U never lose the ~, hostility, and animosity 

^^ ,C ^ a [f S0 l ar ? e , a P art of jt ~Norman Angell) y 

^?C^t^E^s mb3,tiV3d - 5 ' ^ BFit ^ 

combat jacket n : battle jacket 1 

?S^i°rf1 vt load (a ?. hi P> so that combat supplies 

Sssailt 22 l n5 B 5,5; m ° re rea u Uy unlo , aded ^ as bv ^phibioSs 
comhit nrtJSS lhan noncom bat supplies and materiel 

hSTc } n ° Tde -r t n pl 1 ordc . rs containing instructions for opera 
nn VrH 3 m,l,tarv campaign (as letters of instruction, opera- 

'•on orders, and administrative orders) 
combat practice n : an individual or small-unii tarHr*i «r«k 
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consists of five or more spindles and a 
£™l e V°£ rai1 and resei nbies a comb 
comb binding n : mechanical binding (as 
of pamphlets) in which split rings of 
plastic or metal are passed through slots 
at the gutter margin 
comb-brush n 1 : a brush that is 
designed for cleaning combs 2 obs : a 
lady's maid * a 

comb disease n : whitecomb 

C ? mb t d J UCk ." : a black and w hite duck 
{Sarkidiornis melanotos) that is restricted 
to the southern hemisphere and is char- 
acterized by marked size differences be- 
tween the sexes, an erect fleshy growth 
at the base of the male's bill, and absence 
of true pair formation 
combe \'kUm, «kom\ n -s [of Celt origin- comb-back chair 

K 1 o„ 1 u,^a ! „ l ?or. p hir ow XTft^. 

'St?' 1 *!, 16 \:k5">(.)ka:pel\ o«, usu cap both Cs tfr 
Do^;^I'; a t ock sh f " cr ^, ncar Montf«rrand-du-Perigord, 

combe-capelle man n, usu cap both Cs : a branch of the 
d B u % n ^d k f°a W „cc fr ° ma Skelet ° n ' 0und n«r b K h fcr°/and h : 

C m 1 JV t !: er V koma (r)\ n -s 1 : one that combs (as a worker or 
machine that combs wool or flax) 2 : a long curlina wave of 
combing 3 1 C ° UOn 0i 0 Staple ,englh and grade suitable for' 
C t^\i 0a i Tlln 1 a P crfora tcd wooden frame in a loom through 
them karate" ° f thC hafneSS COrds arc to kel? 

C , 9 n m ,n e Jh^ t,ier K- : a . hcav ily greased cattlehide leather used 
^ C kTJ^ 8 mach mes in the textile industry ^ 
comb lern n : curly grass 

^0™™^*'^" 1 : C0MM ° N SUNFLOWER 2 : PURPLE 

comb-footed _\X«\ adj. oj a spider : having calamistra 



comboniing fovftj 



S™5~/ 00t ^ d ^"- ;s **\ ad ^ oj a spider 
comb foundation n : foundation 5g 

m?rL.-? am " : 8ra , in in ^"arter-sawed lumber of plainly 

cSS^°c^°^ k c^ B r act in hon ^ omb 

COmbiest superlative oj COM BY 

com.bin.abil.i.ty Xksm.blno'bibd.e, -ate -i\ n -es • ahiiitv 
coS h n»S;i2 b v , t ly) .i? C ^ tCr into combination ' 3blhty 

fSSS hi'SSl V vfelT b u inab - a X fl< ^ : that can be combined 
«f i p ar t- 9[ comdmare] 1 ; combine 2 : to form (the teeth 
?M iSS^^K hmt ^ ma ^ so that the Matrix w U 
(a lock) P ^ neI 3 1 t0 Set up the combination of 

?cS5Sf?S U^K\^ in ^\° bS : COMBINED, BETROTHED 



of various shapes and is usable for rabbetinn ^* ' . - 
making moldings, and other special processes 8r °Ov{L 

combination plate « : a photoengraving plate ^ 
more than one process; specif : a photomechanical Uc ^ U 
in which the printing surface contains both line 2n* n J**& 
images aQ a nalf«a?l 

combination pliers « pl but sing or pl in constr . ,. ; 
pliers with a notched inner grip for holding and Up *fi 

„!^H d ° b,ectS and cuttin S ^d bending wire " d 

combination plow n : a mold board plow with inters 3** 
bottom parts suitable for different soil MnffifiJf^Wjfe 

C ?x m . b i? atl0n ra , te rt : a through ratc f ormed b y co 
two or more rates ' c °ml 

C S™$* UOn r00m n ' 3 common room at Cambridge^ 

combination rubber n : sheet rubber with a hW, - 

™™*ii, hr ?" gh U i uscd esp - t0 P ack PiP e Joints Cn *^ 
combination sale n : a sate coupling two products «. - 

< .E«w sh ?^ l,y h J 8her than the P rice °f one at a M 

combination shot n 1 : a poofshot in which a ball » 
by causing an 9 ther object ball to strike it 2 " ?„ P $W' 
billiards shot in which a player scores in two wl!.T«l 
cannoning and pocketing the red ball) y J;WB 
comrjination square n : a measuring tool consists 
stee rule that slides through an adjustable protrac Sor k 8 '^ 
level or a center head which can be fixed at m SSfW' 
rule by a lock bolt and being usable as an in&JfiSff* 

C Ser ati ° n St3Cker " 1 3 combi "ed buck rake 

C h?J?H I l? Uon ton ^ also com hination note n : a subiectiw" ' 
heard by many observers when two pure tones of w5X%*- 
ent frequency are sounded together and thought^ 
the fact that the human ear does not in generS riyJf. fe* 
response to sound waves - compare avrL 

DIFFERENCE TONE, SUMMATION TONE "^0^ 

ench n : a wrench with one open en^ 



combination wha^ • 



r?su?t m ^od + ucl *ESA„-S 7. WcKSSSJiilB 
b i y n fl C n, mb,nin ^ °^ e th / ng with an °ther: as a ^(1) bunion o? 
alliance of individuals, corporations, or states for some sSecial 
Snff OSC f °i mer t ° ften 10 achieve a result SiSrar? to K "or 
^ a r e J ar « n b "t now usu. to achieve a legitima e ociaT 

TOADF (2) ?• ~ S ee COMBINATION IN RESTRAINT OF 

™ McificVnfthi 2SL al taxont ? m «c name formed by combining 
berfo ' a f?^m i„ h 3 8en - nC name (3) : two or more mem- 
.2 a ^ eam ,n competitive sports who perform esD well 

elaborate arrangements; airo ; any dance band b • a series 
m e . V fi S n 0r rCSU J tS occu rnng in an ordered sequence as 
S'^"S of moves ^ chess so planned as to force thl 
at the «nfnc the opponent and gain a decisive advantage often 
at the expense of an initial sacrifice (2) : a sequence of letters 

IT^M^V^ ChOSCn in ^UinTa comb^a- 
vS ? mechanism operating or moved by the 

her of f^ ^h 1 a r y ,° n ^ ° f the diff erent sets into which a num- 

to the nr a,S (aS 1C " erS) m . ay be 8rou P ed without regard 

b«.ng combined b : the act or proless of unit ng to form a 
3 ?7S™,m3 P n 0und: ! <he compound's? formed 

J'nJH?! f yarnS K <?f " fferent «"»«. '!». Of tw¥t io) atebrZ 

cSSb^8S2hniS IIOn t0 s y ste , mat ic integration P 

m^K^ n boar J." L P^"«fl*/«^ : a board made on a cylin- 
der machine in which one or both of the outer nt!»« Wiffl 
comSii^li 6 Ply , as t0 co,or or material ^ ^ 

whi?i a o tl0n bF ^ olum « ! ^e action, process, or ratio bv 
which gaseous elements and compounds unite in definite 

^ssrs ffsti&ssftr* iaw tha ' may bc m °- d 

combination door n : an outer door with interchangeable 
combination in restraint ot trade : any monoooiv ™ „..-„„. 



— . ■--*«■ i^i- ivnc, oumMi 

combination wrench n 

one socket end 
com.bi.na.tive X'kamba.nald-iv, ksm- 
bina| \ adj -[combination + -/vej 
: tending or able to combine : marked 
by, relating to, or resulting from 

combination; specij, oj sound change - 
^ dependent on phonetic environment <the chance of ^ 
one. short vowel into a long vowel in the ancestors of eS 
jxeld is ;~ because of, the vowel's being followed by a B 
and a homorgamc voiced stop) y a ' 

cpm.bi.na.tO.ri.al N.kUmbanaltoreal, kamlbl-/ .tor-VV^ 
[combinatory + -al) : of or relating to combination or'do^ 
nations : involving combination • T??^ • 

combinatorial analysis n : the mathematical study nf ^ 
mutalions and combinations of finite sets of objects ' -^ 
COm.bi.na.tO.ry Nkam'blna.toreX adj [combination 

: COMBINATIVE, COMBINATORIAL - T.OT 

combinatory logic n : a branch of symbolic logic thatiefc' 
esp. with the notion of substitution and the ehmmabfliSW 
variables in favor of special function symbols . 
'com.bme \kam'bln\ vA -edAing/-s [ME combynek'^'iB-'- 
combiner, fr. LL combtnare, fr. L com- + 6mi two by 'twa£ 
more at binary] m 1 : to bring into close relation^ • 
a . to join in physical or chemical union (as two substOTe&V 
(~ toxin and living tissue to produce antito»n};-j0ectf7T£ 
S^n t0 „,iih ,te /fto a chemical compound icomblningM. 
drogen with sulfur) b : to cause to unite or assoc& 
harmoniously (as m a joint action or into an organic wholes 
rf' r ¥f°J ts to a common end) (the growing towa'af 
? rt ^n h B ^thlehem was ... to be combined with the .WlL 

things or ideas) to mix together : mingle, blend (combiaU \ 
the language of the gutter with ideas of undoubted worST- 
)~ the sugar, flour, and butter) 3 : to possess or extoW 
(as qualities or attributes) in combination <one who Vj 
creative imagination with true scholarliness) — vi l aito ' 
become one : coalesce, integrate <the two papers 'co»r 
bmed as the Chronicle) b : to unite in definite propdrti^; 
by weight to form a distinct chemical compound. : 2-tV> 
come together or join forces (as for a common purpose} 
. act together to accomplish an aim <the foreign /powfr 
contained in a note reprimanding the aggressor's- actuia)- 
ar^n t0 hi«L se v m !. 8ea J n » an ,ndu stry> Syn see join, unite ; 
^com.bine \'kam,bin\ n -s 1 : an act or result of combimfo 



. > ftu .'"i u »\ « -s i ; an act or result or comoimig 

Z . a combination (as of persons) to effect some objectf*wiP 
: one having a purpose that is illegal or against tbe-poblfe 
iSt J also ComhiriA hanr*cle» . u„... ^,»Mmr 



times . ^ , Jlt ju.puicu ".ii t „ d| nut uicjjui.ti 
!u /1 st . 3 a L so ? om bine harvester : a harvesting machict 
that heads, threshes, and cleans grain while moving overtfl*- 
neid 4 : a passenger-train car divided into two or morepirO' 
for handling different classes of items (as passengers^ui 
baggage) -ffi 
acombine \"\ vb -ed/-ing/-s [^combine] vt : to harvest whlift 
combine — vi : to combine a crop •\<iM? r ' 
com : bined Nkam'btndX adj la: formed by combioatfon; 
. joined together into one : united b : formed into a chemicsf 
compound 2 : performed by agents in combination 3 ::«*■ 
cerned with or consisting of a combination — used of Jit- 
yiously or usu. separate items or considerations (a.^i?* 
telhgence service — A.L.Funk) 4 : considered as a.wto^ 
. added together (mercenaries outnumbered all other.DWg 
?*' >iV5,i aIen J s and looks ~~ got him the job) — com.Mnedi!? - 
^o^hiil 1 ^ ad l~ com.bined.ness \-nddnds, -n(d)nisV»g^ 
combined carbon n : the portion of the carbon in -iroffigf- 
steel that is chemically united in the form of carbides.-;# 
tinguished from graphitic carbon : "-J • 

combined experience table n : a mortality table based on t£ 
experience of 17 British companies that was used in the 
prior to 1901 . •. 

combined method n : a method of teaching the deaf in>W 
features of both the manual method and the oral method «* 
used . ...*Ce* 

combined Operation n 1 : a military operation in which; »£. 
eral allies coordinate their armed forces to accomplish ,8'« 
mission effect a defense, or gain some other goal Wgf' 
: an often amphibious operation requiring the coordiDw?? 
efforts of two or more services — often used in pl " ^ -\ 
^ m, 5- ne ' m v ent Vksm'btnmantN n -s archaic : cOMBWATfONf 
cora.bin.er \-na(r)\ n -s : one that combines: as a : amacg*. 
that applies adhesive to the plies of paper or board and pr^ 
them together to produce laminated board b . one- ^ 
arranges plastics sheets in desired combinations and'fra 1 ^ 
and cements them and presses them in a hydraulic press' 
cpm.bi.net \|kUmba:net\ n -s [com&mation + -etT:*b*r2£ 
lidded pail usu. of enameled metal combining the fun?? w 
of chamber pot and slop jar " •^Ls^' 

combine type n : a class or variety of a crop adapted to 

»ng with a combine ^ . g 

combing n -s ojten attrio 1 : the action or process of,US£*J 
comb or combs: as a : the straightening and ordering of ^* 
or other fibers of long staple by a combing machine^ 
elimination of shorter fibers b : a method of decorattng P$\ 
tery in the wet state by scratching with a comb 2 C0mM5%S 
: loose hair removed wiih a comb 3 : combing wool *j /$ ' 
^et'pnof combing or like combing esp. in thoroughness 
skillful ~ of the salvage incidents ... for the stories tbflUf 1 
retelling —Alfred Stanford) . • 



COMB, strawberry COMB 3 : something resembling or sug- 
. gesting the comb of a cock: as a : the crest of a helmet; esp 
: the upright blade on a morion b dial : the crest or ridge 
of a mountain or hill c : the ridge of a roof d ; a ridge or 
crest of hair e : the upper edge of the buttstock of a shoulder 
» firearm against which the firer's cheek rests during firing 
f : the curling crest of a wave g : a hook on which bacon 
slabs are hung for smoking 4 : a structure resembling a comb 
(jense la): as a : the pecten of a scorpion b : the pecten of 
a bird's eye c : one of the ciliated swimming plates of a 
ctenophore d : strigil 2 e : ctenidium 2 5a: honey- 
comb; also : one of the somewhat similar masses of cells 
built by social wasps b : an aggregate of crystals resembling 
a honeycomb that have grown outward from the walls of a 
#ein or cavity so that their closely set points or ends project 
*comb \"\ vb combed \-md\ combed V'\ combing VminA 
COmbS \-mz\ [ME comben, fr. comb, n.j vt 1 : to draw a comb 
through : disentangle with or as if with a comb: a : to lay 
straight : dress, arrange one's hair) b : to cleanse, 
disentangle, and collect together (animal or vegetable fibers) 
by the use of a comb preparatory to spinning so that only the 
longer fibers are collected, the short staple being combed away 
— compare 'CARD 1 c t to dress or finish (stone) with a comb 
2 : thrash, beat 3 a ! rake (~ the grass) b : to afflict or as- 
sault as if by raking: as (1) : to pass over with violent force 
(the city was~erfby rain and high winds) (2) : flatten, erode 
(huge waves ~ing down the dunes) (3) : to shell systematically 
<~/>jg the enemy's position with our guns) 4a: to remove 
or eliminate with or as if with a comb <~ out. snarls) <~ 
out head lice) <~ subversives out of the organization) 
: treat with or as if with a comb in order to remove any- 
thing undesirable — usu. used with out <~ out a staff in 
search of dishonest persons) b : separate, sort <~ ing out 
of the tangle the right elements) <~ army recruits from in- 
dustries) 5 a : to search or examine systematically and 
thoroughly omitting or ignoring no part or detail <~ all 
the evidence) <~ the whole trial record for reasons for appeal) 
<~ the woodland for traces of the lost children) <police ~Mff 
the city for the killer) b : to seek out and collect from — used 
esp. of one that gathers flotsam cast up by the sea (added to 
his income by ~ing the little beach beyond the point) 6 : to 
use in the manner of a comb <~mg his fingers through his 
long red beard) ~ vt 1 oj a wave or its crest : to roll over 
: break into foam 2 : to flow or come over like a combing 
wave syn see seek 
3 comb VkUm, *kom\ var oj combe 

comb abbr 1 combination; combined; combining 2 combus- 
tion 

com-bas-sou also com.ba.sou \kam*ba(,)sU\ n -s [native 
name in southern Africa] : a small southern African seed* 
eating finch {Hypochera junerea) with white bill and red feet, 
the male bluish black and the female brownish, that is often 
kept as a cage or aviary bird 

'com-bat \kam'bat, 'kam.bat sometimes "kam.bat or klim'bat 
or 'kambat; Brit usu & US sometimes 'klimbat; usu -d»+ V\ vb 
combated or combatted; combated or combatted; com 
bating or combatting; combats [MF combattre, fr. (as 
sumed) VL combattere, fr. L com- + -battere (fr. battuere 
to beat) — more at bat] vi : struggle, contend, fight << 
fiercely with an enemy) (nations ~ to make one submit — 
Lord Byron) (fiercely ~ erf with death — Amy Lowell) — - vt 
1 t to fight with : battle 2 : to struggle against or oppose 
esp. by argument (there was nobody to ~ that royal will 
— Edith Sitwell) : work against : strive to reduce or eliminate 
<~ malnutrition and disease) <~ inflation) syn see 'contest 

2com.bat VkUm.bat sometimes 'kam-; Brit usu & US some- 
times 7_bst; usu -d» + V\ n -s ojten attrib [MF, fr. combattre, v.] 
1 : a fight, encounter, or contest between individuals or groups 
(furious ~ of antlered stags) : duel; specij : an engagement 
between contending armed forces esp. when of lesser extent 
than a battle 2 : conflict, struggle, controversy (two 
years of almost continuous parliamentary ~ — F.L.Paxson) 
(such strenuous ~s as the humanist-naturalist or the aesthetic 
sociological controversies — F.B.Millett) 3 : actual fighting 
engagement of military forces as distinguished from other mili- 
tary duties or periods of active service without fighting 
: action syn see 2 contest 

icom.hat.ant Xkam'bat'nt, -ad«ant sometimes 'kllm.ba-; Brit 
usu & US also 'kUmbatant or -bad-ant or -bat'nt, Brit some- 
times 'kamba-\ n -S [MF combattant, fr. combattant, adj.] 
! one that engages in combat 

^Combatant \"\ ad} [MF combattant, fr. pres. part, of com- 
battre^ : contending or disposed to contend: as a : taking 
part in or prepared to take part in active fighting (a ~ officer) 
b also cqm.bat-tant \"\ heraldry : rampant and facing each 
other as if in combat — used of representations of two animals 
(two lions ~) 

combat boot n : a heavy laced leather boot esp. with a wide 
cuff buckled above the ankle 

combat command n : a major tactical unit within an armored 
division consisting of a headquarters and headquarters com- 
pany and a variable number of attached units (as of armor, 
infantry, and artillery) 

combat fatigue also combat exhaustion n : a traumatic 
psychoneurotic reaction (as of the anxiety type) or an acute 
psychotic reaction occurring during wartime combat or under 
conditions causing stress similar to that of combat — called 
also jatigue syndrome 

combat intelligence n : military intelligence for use in „ 
combat area gathered by combat units in the field or furnished 
to them from other sources 

com-bat-ive \kam'ba|d.iv, [tiv, -ev also -av, Brit usu & US 
sometimes 'klimba|. esp Brit sometimes 'kamba| \ adj : dis- 
posed to combat : marked by belligerence : pugnacious syn 

See BELLIGERENT 

combative accent n : a speech accent that does not coincide 
with metrical ictus in classical verse 
com.bat.ive.ly \-avle, -li\ adv : in a combative manner 

: BELLIGERENTLY 

Com.bat.ive.ness Vivnas, -ev-\ n -es : the state or quality of 
oeing combative : pugnacity, belligerence (admitting that 
man s nature will never lose the ~, hostility, and animosity 
which are so large a part of it —Norman Angel!) 

COm.ba.tlV.i.ty X.klimba'tivad.e, esp Brit sometimes ,kam-\ 
n -es : combativeness 

combat Jacket n : battle jacket 1 

combat load vt : to load (a ship) so that combat supplies 
and materiel may be more readily unloaded (as by amphibious 
♦ troops) than noncombat supplies and materiel 

comua.t orders n pi : orders containing instructions for opera- 
uons in a military campaign (as letters of instruction, opera- 
t' 0 " °[ d ers, and administrative orders) 

1 1 P^Ctice n : an individual or small-unit tactical prob- 

lem that must be solved under simulated combat conditions 

rftwhi\ at * requires firin § h ve ammunition at appropriate targets 

comDai team n : a tactical nonorganic grouping of military 
iorces capable of maintaining independent operation with its 
own weapons and supplies, usu. combining infantry and ar- 
unery, air and tank forces or surface craft, aircraft, and sub- 
marines; specij : an infantry regiment or battalion reinforced 
py the attachment of artillery, engineers, or medical or other 

p2Sh P # *2 Particular combat mission 
oIS . — U " : a mi{itar y u n »t whose organization, equipment, 

f£*.Jl? imng are ^signed to fit it to engage in combat 
t£n* 2 °rte « : the forward part of a theater of military opera- 
tions extending from the front line to the forward boundary of 
tne communications zone 




it>arkiaiorms metanotos) that ts restricted 
to the southern hemisphere and is char- 
acterized by marked size differences be- 
tween the sexes, an erect fleshy growth 
at the base of the male's bill, and absence 
of true pair formation 
combe \'kUm, *kom\ n -s [of Celt origin; comb-back chair 
akin to W cwm valley, IrGael cum vessel, Bret komm trough, 
akin to Gk kymbe hollow of a vessel, vessel, cup — more at 
hump] 1 Brit : a deep narrow valley 2 Brit i a valley or 
basin on the flank of a hill 
combe-ca-pelle \|kom(,)ka;pel\ adj, usu cap both Cs [fr. 
Combe-Capellc, a rock shelter near Montferrand-du-Perigord, 
Dordogne dept., France] : of or relating to Combe-Capelle 
man or to the associated culture 
combe-capelle man n, usu cap both Cs : a branch of the 
BrUnn race known from a skeleton found near Montferrand. 
du-Perigord^ France 
combed \;komd\ adj [in sense 1, fr. *comb + -ed; in other 
senses, fr. past part, of *comb] 1 a : having or forming a comb 
(a tall-combed cock) (~ quartz crystals) b : emblazoned 
with a comb : crested 2 : dressed or arranged with a comb 
3 : as if dressed with a comb (a ~ ceiling) (a ~ oak dresser) 
combed yarn n : yarn of any fiber spun from combed stock 
— compare carded yarn 

comb-er \'koma(r)\ n -s 1 : one that combs (as a worker or 
machine that combs wool or flax) 2 : a long curling wave of 
the sea 3 : cotton of a staple length and grade suitable for 
combing 

comber board n : a perforated wooden frame in a loom through 
which the lower ends of the harness cords are passed to keep 
them separate 

comber leather n : a heavily greased cattlehide leather used 

in combing machines in the textile industry 
comb fern n : curly grass 

combf lower \'*,*\ n 1 : common sunflower 2 : purple 

CONEFLOWER 

comb-looted \X»A adj, oj a spider : having calamistra 
comb foundation n : foundation 5g 

comb grain n : grain in quarter-sawed lumber of plainly 
marked narrow nearly parallel stripes of darker and lighter 
color — comb-grained \'*!«\ adj 
comb honey n : honey kept intact in the honeycomb 
combier comparative oj comby 
combiest superlative oj comby 

Com>bin»abil»i>ty Vkam.blna'bilad.e, -ate, -i\ n -es i ability 

(as relative ability) to enter into combination 
com. bin. able Xkam'blnabalX adj : that can be combined 
iCOm*bi»nate \'kamba,nat\ vt -ed/-ing/-s [LL combinatus, 
past part, of combinare] 1 : combine 2 : to form (the teeth 
of a self-distributing linotype matrix) so that the matrix will 
fall into its proper channel 3 : to set up the combination of 
(a lock) 

2 COmbinate adj [LL combinatusl obs l combined, betrothed 
'com.bi.na.tion \,kamba'nashan\ n -s [MF, fr. LL combina- 
tion-, combinatio union, fr. combinatus (past part, of combinare 
to combine) + L -ion-, -io -ion — more at combine] 1 : the 
result or product of combining : a union or aggregate made 
by combining one thing with another: as a (I) : a union or 
alliance of individuals, corporations, or states for some special 
purpose formerly often to achieve a result contrary to law or 
public welfare but now usu. to achieve a legitimate social, 
political, or economic end — see combination in restraint of 
trade (2) : a binomial taxonomic name formed by combining 
a specific epithet with a generic name (3) : two or more mem- 
bers of a team in competitive sports who perform esp. well 
together (4) : a small jazz band esp. when playing without 
elaborate arrangements; also i any dance band b : a series 
of events or results occurring in an ordered sequence: as 
(1) : a sequence of moves in chess so planned as to force the 
responses of the opponent and gain a decisive advantage often 
at the expense of an initial sacrifice (2) : a sequence of letters 
or numbers in a particular order chosen in setting a combina- 
tion lock; also : the mechanism operating or moved by the 
sequence (3) : any one of the different sets into which a num- 
ber of individuals (as letters) may be grouped without regard 
to the order of arrangement within the group — compare per- 
mutation 3b (4) : a sequence of synchronized blows delivered 
by a boxer in rapid succession c : a union of mechanical 
parts so arranged that they interact to produce a practical 
result — compare aggregation d : any of various one-piece 
garments covering the upper and lower prfrts of the body; esp 
: union suit — usu. used in pi. e : an instrument designed to 
perform two or more tasks (a radio-phonograph ~); specij 
: a haulage tractor and one or more trailers that it draws 

2 a : the act or process of combining : the quality or state of 
being combined b : the act or process of uniting to form a 
chemical compound; sometimes : the compound so formed 

3 : a group of organ stops used in performance at one or more 
specific points; also ; the tonal effect produced by such a group 

^combination \;» c ;*«=\ adj 1 : of, relating to, or exhibiting 
combination : used in combination : resulting from combina- 
tion 2 : serving more than one purpose (a ~ saddle and har- 
ness horse) (a ~ bed -sitting room) 3 a oj a plied yarn : made 
of single yarns of different fibers, size, or twist b oj a jabric 
: made of combination yarns or of two different yarns 
com.bi.na.tion.al Vssjriashan'l, -shnal\ adj : of or relating to 
combination ; having the quality of combining 
com.bi.na.tion.al.ism V^'nashan'l.izam, -shna,li-\ n -s : the 
practice of combining varying intellectual elements esp. witb 
out sufficient attention to systematic integration 
combination board n, papermaking : a board made on a cylin^ 
der machine in which one or both of the outer plies differ 
from the middle ply as to color or material 
combination by volume : the action, process, or ratio by 
which gaseous elements and compounds unite in definite 
proportions by volume to form distinct compounds 
combination by weight : the action, process, or ratio by 
which substances unite (in compounds) in proportions by 
weight, relatively fixed and exact — see law of definite 
proportions 

combination chuck n : a chuck with jaws that may be moved 

simultaneously or independently 
Combination door n : an outer door with interchangeable 
panels, one screened for warm-weather use, the other glazed 
for cold-weather use 
combination in restraint of trade : any monopoly or attempt 
at monopoly or any contract, combination, or conspiracy in- 
tended to restrain trade or commerce among the states 
or with the territories, the District of Columbia, or foreign 
nations, all such, excepting resale price-maintenance agree- 
ments permitted by fair-trade laws, being declared illegal by 
the antitrust laws of the U.S. — compare combination 
combination last n : a shoe last in which there is a variation 
from the standard measurements, the heel or instep portion 
being narrower than normal 
combination lock n : a lock whose mechanism is controlled 
by one or more movable dials or rings inscribed with letters 
or figures and that may only be opened after the dial has been 
so turned as to combine the characters in a certain order 
combination package n : a package of fourth-class mail to 
the outside of which is affixed a letter or other piece of first* 
class mail matter — used in the U.S. postal system 
combination piston n : a device that acts on a combination 
of organ stops and allows the combination to be thrown on or 
off with a single movement • 
combination plane « : a plane that has interchangeable cutters 



a combined buck rake and hay 



combination wrench 



combination room n : a common room at Cambridoe ti . 
versity W 

combination rubber n : sheet rubber with a linen w e h 
webs through it used esp. to pack pipe joints 0r 

combination sale n : a sale coupling two products at a un # 
price slightly higher than the price of one m 

combination shot n 1 : a pool shot in which a ball is pockeun 
by causing another object ball to strike it 2 : an EnRlick 
billiards shot in which a player scores in two ways (as h 
cannoning and pocketing the red ball) ™ 

combination square n : a measuring tool consisting of 
steel rule that slides through an adjustable protractor head a 
level or a center head which can be fixed at any point on th 
rule by a lock bolt and being usable as an inside or outside trv 
square, a marking or depth gauge, level, miter square nlumk 
and straightedge °' 

combination stacker n 
stacker 

combination tone also combination note n : a subjective tone 
heard by many observers when two pure tones of widely differ 
ent frequency are sounded together and thought to be due tn* 
the fact that the human ear does not in general give a linear 
response to sound waves — compare aural harmonic 
difference tone, summation tone 

combination wrench n : a wrench with one open end and 
one socket end 
com*bi>na*tive Ykamba.nald.iv, ksm- 
"blnal \ adj [combination + -ive} 
: tending or able to combine : marked 
by, relating to, or resulting from 
combination; specij, oj sound change 
: dependent on phonetic environment (the change of an 
orig. short vowel into a long vowel in the ancestors of English 
jield is ~ because of the vowel's being followed by a liquid 
and a homorganic voiced stop) 
com.bi.na.to.ri.al N.kambanajtoreal, kamjbi-, -tdr-\ adj 
[combinatory + -a/] : of or relating to combination or combi- 
nations : involving combination 
combinatorial analysis n ; the mathematical study of per- 
mutations and combinations of finite sets of objects 
COm-bi«na*tO*ry \kam'bina,tore\ adj [combination + > 0 ry] 

: combinative, combinatorial 
combinatory logic n : a branch of symbolic logic that deals 
esp. with the notion of substitution and the eliminability of 
variables in favor of special function symbols 
'com. bine \kam'bin\ vb -ed/-ing/-S [ME combynen, fr. MF 
combiner, fr. LL combinare, fr. L com- + bini two by two — 
more at binary] vt 1 : to bring into close relationship: 
a : to join in physical or chemical union (as two substances) 
(~ toxin and living tissue to produce antitoxin); specij : to 
cause to unite into a chemical compound (combining hy- 
drogen with sulfur) b : to cause to unite or associate 
harmoniously (as in a joint action or into an organic whole) 
(~ their efforts to a common end) (the growing town of 
South Bethlehem was ... to be combined with the mother 
town — Amer. Guide Series: Pa.) 2 : to cause (as two or more 
things or ideas) to mix together : mingle, blend (combining 
the language of the gutter with ideas of undoubted worth) 
(~ the sugar, flour, and butter) 3 i to possess or exhibit 
(as qualities or attributes) in combination (one who ~j 
creative imagination with true scholarliness) — vi 1 a : to 
become one : coalesce, integrate (the two papers com- 
bined as the Chronicle} b : to unite in definite proportions 
by weight to form a distinct chemical compound 2 : to 
come together or join forces (as for a common purpose) 
: act together to accomplish an aim (the foreign powers 
combined in a note reprimanding the aggressor's action) 
(~ to raise wages in an industry) syn see join, unite 
3Com* bine \*kam,bln\ n -s 1 : an act or result of combining 
2 : a combination (as of persons) to effect some object; some- 
times I one having a purpose that is illegal or against the public 
interest 3 also combine harvester : a harvesting machine 
that heads, threshes, and cleans grain while moving over the 
field 4 l a passenger-train car divided into two or more parts 
for handling different classes of items (as passengers and 
baggage) 

acombine \"\ vb -ed/-ing/-s [^combine] vt : to harvest with a 
combine — vj : to combine a crop 

com.bined \kam'blnd\ adj la: formed by combination 
: joined together into one : united b : formed into a chemical 
compound 2 : performed by agents in combination 3 : con- 
cerned with or consisting of a combination — used of pre- 
viously or usu. separate items or considerations (a ~ _ in- 
telligence service — A.L.Funk) 4 : considered as a whole 
: added together (mercenaries outnumbered all other troops 
~> (his talents and looks ~ got him the job) — com«bined'ly 
\-n(a)dIe\ adv — com-bined-ness Vnadnas, -n(d)nas\ n -es 

combined carbon n : the portion of the carbon in iron ana 
steel that is chemically united in the form of carbides — dis- 
tinguished from graphitic carbon . 

combined experience table n : a mortality table based I on trie 
experience of 17 British companies that was used in the U.a. 
prior to 1901 . . . . 

combined method n : a method of teaching the deaf in wnicn 
features of both the manual method and the oral method are 
used 

combined operation n 1 : a military operation in which sev- 
eral allies coordinate their armed forces to accomplish a _ sl " g 'l: 
mission, effect a defense, or gain some other goal 4 or 
X an often amphibious operation requiring the cooroinai 
efforts of two or more services — often used in pi 
COm*bine>ment \kam'blnmant\ n -s archaic I combination 
com-bin.er \-na(r)\ n -s : one that combines: as a : a ™„J£ 5 
that applies adhesive to the plies of paper or board and P re 
them together to produce laminated board b I P 1 )? uhes 
arranges plastics sheets in desired combinations and Bflis 
.and cements them and presses them in a hydraulic P Tt ^ s n( ii^t 
com.bi.net VkambaJnetX n -s [combination + wJ a .™JSS 
lidded pail usu. of enameled metal combining the tuncu 
of chamber pot and slop jar u ar vest- 
combine type n : a class or variety of a crop adapted to nar* 

ing with a combine „dn2 a 

combing n -s ojten attriu 1 : the action or process ot u»» ^ 
comb or combs: as a : the straightening and ordering oi ^.^ - 
or other fibers of long staple by a combing machine ^ 
elimination of shorter fibers b : a method of decOI !iViinlSp / 
tery in the wet state by scratching with a comb 2 con,D 5 j a o 
: loose hair removed with a comb 3 : combing WOOI L nC ss (8 
action of combing or like combing esp. in thorougnn f 
skillful ~ of the salvage incidents ... for the stories thai 
retelling —Alfred Stanford) , flax, 

combing machine n : a machine for combing «J . 
cotton, or other fibers and separating the longer a "° cH jKE 
valuable fiber from the shorter — compare CARDING ma. ^ 
combing wool n : long-stapled strong-fibered w00 ' .^ds 
for combing and used esp. in the manufacture of worsi 
combining pres part oj combine , in coin- 

combining form n : a linguistic form that occurs ^"'^otively 
pounds or derivatives and can be distinguished dcscnH* nsti( . 
from an affix by its ability to occur as one imme di? te , $ ^ 
uent of a form whose only other immediate consti tu *" 0 |, of 
affix (as cephal- in cephalic) or by its being an aliomo. . 
a morpheme that has another allomorph that may occu ^ 
(as electro- representing electric in electromagnet. . fyr 
representing resin in resinijerous, jorma- representing a . 
aldehyde in jormalith, para- representing parachute » • ^ b y 
trooper) or can be distinguished historically from an » 
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